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Two-coloured ashlars inside the apse 
 
In 1089 Pope Urban II, by order of Giudice Constantine of Cagliari, granted the sanctuary 

of San Saturnino to the Benedictine monks of St. Victor of Marseilles, who undertook im-

portant works of reconstruction and restoration of the basilica. 

An intervention dating back to the early Romanesque 11th century construction is still 

visible inside the eastern apse of the church; this inserted two-coloured elements by ad-

ding dark trachyte blocks, following the Western Mediterranean basin and eastern Eu-

rope building tradition during the Middle Ages (figs. 1-3). 

Some reused architectural elements, frequent throughout the entire building structure, 

may also be observed: two large blocks of white marble with a short-sided concave coffer, 

identifiable as the original lintels, were inserted at the sides of the apse. 

 

 
Fig. 1 - Three-nave eastern transept with two-coloured elements in the apse (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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Fig. 2 - Detail of the eastern transept apse (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

 

 
Fig. 3 - Detail of the building technique (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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