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B Reused architectural elements

At the end of the eleventh century, the Vittorini monks from Marseilles took possession
of the Basilica of San Saturnino and began a programmed restoration in accordance with
Provencal Romanesque characteristics. The workers obviously re-used various materials,
which were out of context at the time and therefore available for new construction: en-
tablatures, capitals, columns, foundations are incorporated in various parts of the buil-
ding and are relatively homogeneous with one another, perhaps because they all origi-
nated from a single late Roman building, which was probably not too far away (figs. 1-3).
This diversity was common practice at the time, both for economic reasons compared with
the costs of quarry materials and in order to reuse "antique" products. Spoliation elements
from Roman times had already been reused for Byzantine construction, including inscrip-

tions and barrel-shaped memorial stones.



Fig. 1 - Reused architectural elements (entablature, lintel) in the dividing wall of the left aisle of the ea-
stern transept (photo by Unicity S.p.A.).



Fig. 2 - Reused architectural elements (base, column, capital) in the dividing wall of the right aisle of the
eastern transept (photo by Unicity S.p.A.).



Fig. 3 - Reused architectural elements (base, columns, capitals) in the right aisle of the eastern transept
(photo by Unicity S.p.A.).
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