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Right aisle entrance 
 
In 1089 Pope Urban II, by order of Giudice Constantino of Cagliari, granted the sanctuary 

of San Saturnino to the Benedictine monks of St. Victor of Marseille, who undertook im-

portant works of reconstruction and restoration of the basilica. 

The eastern transept, which dates back to the eleventh century Vittorina restoration, is 

the only one that has kept a large part of its structure. It is divided into a wider nave, with 

a barrel vault marked by soffits and two side aisles covered with groin vaults, originally 

probably covered with barrel vaults as well. 

The right side nave has a secondary entrance to the east, perhaps linking the church with 

the monastery annex, of which however no traces have been found to date (fig. 1). Exter-

nally, the entrance shows lunettes, a discharging arc with sharp edged steps and a lintel 

obtained from reusing a late Roman marble fragment; the opening is framed by pilasters 

connected by three double ring monolithic arches (figs. 2-3). 
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Fig. 1 - View of the external entrance of the right nave of the eastern transept (photo Unicity S.p.A.). 
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Fig. 2 - External entrance of the right nave of the eastern transept (photo Unicity S.p.A.). 
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Fig. 3 - Detail of the external entrance of the right nave of the eastern transept (photo Unicity S.p.A.). 
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