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B Reused ashlars in the outside walls with recesses
for urns

The present appearance of the Basilica of San Saturnino is the result of the changes, re-

structuring and decline which occurred over the centuries.

Various spoliation materials, readily available in the area itself and reused in the masonry
as blocks or as architectural details, were recovered both during the construction of the
church during the Justinian period (sixth century) and during the renovation carried out

by the Vittorini monks (XI-XII century).

Reused blocks from the funerary area, including some rectangular limestone elements
with carved-out hollows used to house the funerary urns, i.e. containing the ashes of the

deceased, are still visible in various points of the Byzantine martyrium walls (figs. 1-3).

Fig. 1 - Ashlar with recesses for funeral urns, reused outside on the north wall of the western transept
(photo by Unicity S.p.A.).



Fig. 2 - Ashlar with recesses for funeral urns, reused outside on the north wall of the western transept
(photo by Unicity S.p.A.).

Fig. 3 - Ashlars with recesses for funeral urns, reused outside on the south wall of the eastern transept
(photo by Unicity S.p.A.).
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