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Sarcophagus in the north transept apse span 
 
The church which can currently be seen is the result of the changes, restructuring and 

decline which occurred over the centuries: the first construction dates back to the Byzan-

tine era, between the second half of the sixth and the early seventh centuries. 

In the northern apse span of the Byzantine martyrium (fig. 1), not preserved, there is a 

perfectly centred sarcophagus (found empty and not described when discovered), whose 

position qualifies it as a privileged burial, designed for an important person; around it 

there are also many other graves, some prior to the construction of the span itself (figs. 2-

3). However, these few elements do not allow stating with any certainty that it housed 

the relics of Saturnino, even as a secondary deposition. 

 

 

Fig. 1 - Sepulchre in the apse span (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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Fig. 2 - Sepulchre in the apse span: detail (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

 

Fig. 3 - Sepulchre in the apse span: interior (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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