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Shelves in the domed structure 
 
The church which can currently be seen is the result of the changes, restructuring and 

decline which occurred over the centuries: the first construction dates back to the Byzan-

tine era, between the second half of the sixth and the early seventh centuries; subsequen-

tly, during the Giudicato period, it was donated by Pope Urban II, by order of the Giudice 

of Cagliari Constantino, to the monks of St. Victor of Marseille who restructured it accor-

ding to pre-Romanesque models between 1089 and 1119. 

In the outer corners of the domed structure, there are four broken limestone shelves (figs. 

1-3), while another three elements were found out of context during the restoration by 

Raffaello Delogu after the war, which are now missing on the site. They are decorated 

with acanthus leaves on the shell, while on the outer sides, there is a clipeus with a Greek 

cross or six-petal flower. These can be dated to the 6th-7th century and are however, con-

troversial in both their date and function: they were not used in the renovations by the St 

Victor monks and the arches between the naves were placed diagonally on them. 
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Fig. 1 - The broken shelf outside the domed structure (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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Fig. 2 - The shelf on the north-west corner of the domed structure (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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Fig. 3 - The shelves on the west side of the domed structure (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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