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The domed structure at the intersection of the 
church transepts 

 
The church which can currently be seen is the result of the changes, restructuring and 

decline which occurred over the centuries: the first construction dates back to the Byzan-

tine era, between the second half of the sixth and the early seventh centuries, with the 

domed body, cross plan and three nave transepts, of which only the central structure and 

residues of its rectangular apse remain. 

The main body of the church is made of squared limestone blocks and consists of four 

massive pillars arranged in a square, connected by arches, on which the circular dome is 

set (figs. 1-3). Its construction dates back to the earliest phase of the Byzantine-Justinian 

period (mid sixth century approx.), but it has undergone subsequent renovations. Four 

transepts branched out from here which had three naves from the beginning, as is illu-

strated by the architectural reading by Roberto Coroneo, according to the Justinian re-

makes of the church of St John the Evangelist in Ephesus and the Apostoleion in Constan-

tinople. Previous interpretations had led instead to the hypothesis of single-nave tran-

septs when constructed which were only later transformed into three-nave ones. They 

were probably covered with barrel vaults and no evidence suggests that they were do-

med. 
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Fig. 1 - The domed structure and east transept seen from the south (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

 

Fig. 2 - The domed structure and east transept seen from the north (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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Fig. 3 - The domed structure: north side (photo by Unicity S.p.A.).  
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