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B The well

A square well, now no longer visible, was found in front of the basilica of San Saturnino
(fig. 1) in Piazza San Cosimo, during the digs carried out in 1990 by Letizia Pani Ermini. Its
opening was located on the north-eastern side and was accessible via a staircase; it was
closed by walls at the bottom, set on the rock and made of reused architectural materials
and at the top by various stone materials bonded with mortar (figs. 2-3). The materials
and stratigraphic data allow us to date it to the Roman imperial age, coinciding with the

funerary use of the area.

It was restructured during the VI century by closing the entrance wall and building a cir-
cular wall all around which opened to the north-east, with an access corridor bordered by
a structure on the south side. It was certainly used for the necropolis and the basilica un-
der construction, and has been suggested that it was a holy well, probably linked to the
ancient worship of water in Sardinia and the God Taurus. Moreover, a bovine skull was
found in the foundations of the circular wall, together with a big bone, which some scho-
lars suggest could be a deconsecrating ceremony, certainly of pagan origin but most likely
already Christianised: it would seem therefore to be the transformation of a sacred well

from pagan to Christian.

The area around the well was once again restored during the Middle Ages, with the par-
tial demolition of the circular wall and the creation of square masonry pillars clad with
bricks. In the modern age, the well is connected to a system of tanks by means of a con-
duit.



Fig. 1 - Piazza Sa Cosimo: the well was found where the flowerbed is now (photo by Unicity S.p.A.).

Fig. 2 - Piazza Sa Cosimo: floor plan of the well (from Pani Ermini, Spanu 1992, p. 26, fig. 16).




Fig. 3 - Piazza Sa Cosimo: the well during the excavations (from Pani Ermini, Spanu 1992, p. 31, fig. 20).



B Credits

Coordination by Dr. Rossana Martorelli
Deepening card edited by Dr. Maria Grazia Arru

Preliminary research by Dr. Lucia Mura

M Bibliography

PANI ERmINI 1982-84 = L. PANI ERMINI, Ricerche nel complesso di S. Saturno a Cagliari,in Ren-

diconti della Pontificia Accademia Romana d'Archeologia, 55/56, 111-128.

PANI ERMINI, SPANU 1992 = L. PANI ERMINI, P.G. SPANU, Aspetti di archeologia urbana: ricerche

nel suburbio orientale di Cagliari, Oristano 1992.

SPANU 1992 = P.G. SPANU, Lo scavo archeologico di piazza S. Cosimo a Cagliari, in P. DEME-
GLIO, C. LAMBERT eds., La Civitas christiana. Urbanistica delle citta italiane fra tarda antichita
e altomedioevo. Aspetti di archeologia urbana. Atti del | Seminario di studio (Torino

1991). Mediterraneo tardoantico e medievale. Quaderni, 1, Torino 1992, pp. 83-118.



REGIONE AUTONOMA DE SARDIGNA
REGIONE AUTONOMA DELLA SARDEGNA

La Sardegna con l'Europa

B Progetto cofinanziato dall'Unione Europea

* H*

geal Programma Operativo FESR 2007-2013

unioneeuropeEA  FESR - Fondo Europeo di Sviluppo Regionale - Asse |, Linea di Attivita 1.2.3.a



