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Apse in the northern area (the so-called "small 
basilica") 

 
During the excavations carried out by archaeologists in the 1980s by Letizia Pani Ermini 

the northern part of the necropolis at the archaeological site of San Saturnino, the re-

mains of the wall of a semi-circular apse came to light oriented to the north, a stretch of 

the western outer wall and, in the southern area, part of a wall considered coeval with 

the others (figs. 1-3). These structures would define a single-nave room that, according to 

the dig leader, could be the basilica that Fulgenzio (bishop of Ruspe in North Africa, exiled 

to Sardinia by the Vandal king Trasamondo), at the start of the 6th century, found on his 

arrival in Cagliari; other hypotheses interpret it as a simple mausoleum or as the crypta 

where Saturnino was placed, according to hagiographic sources. Several graves are in re-

lation to these walls, some were pre-existing, while others were subsequent, dug under 

the floor inside the room; there were other funerary buildings close to this structure. 

 

 
Fig. 1 - The so-called "small basilica" (from Martorelli, Mureddue 2006, p. 24). 
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Fig. 2 - "Small basilica": detail of the apse (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

 

Fig. 3 - "Small basilica": detail of the construction technique (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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