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San Lucifero: sarcophagi in the exterior wall of 
the church 

 
The Church of San Lucifero is a short distance away from the Basilica of San Saturnino, in 

the area used as a necropolis during the early Christian era. It was built between 1646 and 

1682 above where it was thought the tomb of the saint was located. 

Several excavations in the most important Christian sites in the city in search of cuerpos 

santos, i.e. the burials of the holy Sardinian martyrs, were carried out in Cagliari during 

the first decades of the seventeenth century, on the initiative of the ecclesiastical autho-

rity. 

The seventeenth-century reports concerning the excavations in search of the holy bodies 

attest the presence of several sarcophagi throughout the entire area of the basilica and 

in the funerary buildings on which the church of San Lucifero. The authors of these chro-

nicles do not always describe the individual items or the materials they are made from: 

they speak of lead sarcophagi, whilst those which have survived until now are made of 

marble; stone sarcophagi, both decorated and smooth, outnumber them all and are still 

visible in the area around the church, still in their original site or relocated in the garden. 

Others are kept in the outer wall of the church of San Lucifero (fig. 1) were a front (or lid 

base), which is smooth with a shaped rectangular mirror (fig. 2), and a strigilated arch 

with a rectangular tabula with handles, anepigraph (fig. 2) in the centre are placed. This 

has lead to a suggestion of Carthaginian production in keddel limestone, dated to the 

first half of the 5th century, that would show how trade was not only for marble items, 

but also for stonework. Below, on the pavement, there is another undecorated stone box 

sarcophagus with squared edges and a tub-shaped inside (fig. 4). 
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Fig. 1 - Stone sarcophagi walled into the exterior of the church of San Lucifero 
(photo Unicity S.p.A.). 

 
 

 
Fig. 2 - Sarcophagus front or lid with rectangular shaped frame (photo Unicity S.p.A.). 
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Fig. 3 - Strigilated sarcophagus with tabula ansata (photo Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

 
Fig. 4 - Stone box sarcophagus (photo Unicity S.p.A.). 
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