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Cappuccina Tomb 
 
The archaeological site of San Saturnino is located in the eastern part of the city of Ca-

gliari, an area which in ancient times stood outside the city limits and was part of the 

necropolis extending east of the town, from today's Viale Regina Margherita up to the 

Bonaria hill. Here you can still see the surviving evidence of the necropolis and the Basilica 

dedicated to the martyr Saturnino. 

There are various types of burials in the funerary area next to the San Saturnino. Of these, 

the so-called “cappuccina” tombs (fig. 1) take their name from the choice of a particular 

type of covering over the ground hole where the deceased was placed, that comprised 

flat tiles placed in a sloping manner, giving the structure a triangular section (fig. 2); the 

join line between the tiles was covered with rounded tiles or sealed with clay. Sometimes, 

the tiles carried the imprint of the name of the place where they were made, that allows 

us to provide an approximate post quem time compared to the date on the imprint itself. 

The deceased could be covered with soil before being in turn covered by the tiles. This 

type of burial had been very common since Roman times, easy to implement and afforda-

ble; widely used in Sardinia, it may be found for example in the coeval cemetery of Cornus 

(Fig. 3). 
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Fig. 1 - “Cappuccina” tomb (photo by Unicity S.p.A.).. 

 

 

Fig. 2 - “Cappuccina” tomb (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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Fig. 3 - Example of “cappuccina” tomb from Cornus (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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