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Pit tombs 
 
The archaeological site of San Saturnino is located in the eastern part of the city of Ca-

gliari, an area which in ancient times stood outside the city limits and was part of the 

necropolis extending east of the town, from today's Viale Regina Margherita up to the 

Bonaria hill. Here you can still see the surviving evidence of the necropolis and the Basilica 

dedicated to the martyr Saturnino. 

There are various types of burials in the funerary area next to the church. Among these, 

the simplest ones consist of pit tombs: they are formed by a rectangular hole dug into the 

ground, sometimes covered with stone slabs, or simple stones or bricks, bound with lime 

and rarely plastered (figs. 1-3); the body of the deceased was placed inside in a supine 

position. The covering is of simple soil or slabs of marble or stone, or of mosaic panels, 

which allowed identifying the deceased at floor level. 

 

 
Fig. 1 - Pit tomb covered with stone slabs and bricks (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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Fig. 2 - Pit tombs covered with stone slabs and bricks (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

 
Fig. 3 - Pit tombs covered with stone slabs and bricks (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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