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B Inscription of /stefanus archipresbiter

The Sardinian ecclesiastical structure only became clear in the 5th century AD. Findings of
epigraphs help to outline the church hierarchy that includes all the roles, starting with the
lowest. Nuns, Abbesses, clerics, /ectores, deacons, presbyterians, archipresbyterians and
bishops are all named. A inscription from San Saturnino, comprising a marble slab now in

two parts, states an archipresbiter (figs. 1-3)

This is the funeral t/tu/us funerario (i.e. an inscription in memory of a dead person), in
Latin, of the archipresbiter Istefanus, a high role in the sancta ecclesia Kalaritana, also
stated as the Bishop Bonifacio (see sheet on finding no. 1), in the cemetery adjacent to
the main sanctuary in the city, then elected to be the official cemetery of the Cagliari
church. The epigraph, which was on the left of the main entrance to the church of San
Saturnino for a long time (fig. 4) is now in the National Archaeological Museum in Ca-

gliari.

Fig. 1 - Inscription of /stefanus (Archive photo G. Sotgiu, tab. XIII).



(croce) Hiciacet bon(ae) m(emoriae) Istefan=
us archiepresbiter (!)
s(an)c(ta)e ec(c)les(iae) ka(ra)litan(a)e, qui

bixit ann(os) pl{us) minus LXX.

Fig. 2 - The transcription of the epigraph.

Fig. 3 - Detail of the epigraph.

Fig. 4 - The basilica of San Saturnino (photo by Unicity S.p.A.).
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