
 
 
                                                                              

Basilica of San Saturnino 



 
 

 
2 

Fragment with representation of Saturnino/Lazarus 
 
The archaeological site of San Saturnino is located in the eastern part of the city of Ca-

gliari, an area which in ancient times stood outside the city limits and was part of the 

necropolis extending east of the town, from today's Viale Regina Margherita up to the 

Bonaria hill. Here you can still see the surviving evidence of the necropolis and the Basilica 

dedicated to the martyr Saturnino. 

During digs and restorations carried out after the war, the upper left corner of a slab was 

found, claimed at first to be of marble, but probably of stone; this item can currently not 

be found, so it is not possible to clarify. Described as the front of a sarcophagus (but may 

also have been a shelf or a fragment of pluteus), it shows a male figure roughly sculpted 

under a portico, to the right of which there is a hand in the gesture of blessing (fig. 1): 

Initially interpreted as S. Saturnino, it is probably part of the resurrection of Lazarus scene, 

with standard elements: the funeral aedicula indicating the tomb from which Lazarus 

arose, the deceased in his shroud. Christ carrying out his miracle (figs. 2-4). While with a 

few details and edges in making the decorative motif, when compared with iconographs, 

it has been dated to the 4th century, before the age of Theodosius (379-395 AD). 
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Fig. 1 - Fragment with representation of Saturnino/Lazarus, Cagliari area of San Saturnino 
(From Pesce 1957, fig. 85) 

 

 

Fig. 2 - Resurrection of Lazarus, right side of the Lipsanoteca in Brescia, 4th century  
(from https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lipsanoteca_di_Brescia). 
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Fig. 3 - Resurrection of Lazarus, mosaics of San Apollinare Nuovo, Ravenna, 5th-6th century (from 

http://www.mosaicocidm.it/Mosaico/Read_full.action%3Bjses-
sionid=A62056260E798CB40C0E1228636CC8BB?cardNumber=61&leaves=0). 

 

 
Fig. 4 - Resurrection of Lazarus, Catacomb of the Saints Gordiano and Epimaco, Rome, second half of the 

4th century (from https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catacomba_dei_Santi_Gordiano_ed_Epimaco#/me-
dia/File:CatacombViaLatina_Resurrection_of_Lazarus.jpg). 
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