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B Sarcophaqgus of the Bishop Bonifatius

The archaeological site of San Saturnino is located in the eastern part of the city of Ca-
gliari, an area which in ancient times stood outside the city limits and was part of the
necropolis extending east of the town, from today's Viale Regina Margherita up to the
Bonaria hill. Here you can still see the surviving evidence of the necropolis and the Basilica

dedicated to the martyr Saturnino.

Currently in the area in front of the domed building, near the western branch of the
church, there is a limestone sarcophagus (figs. 1-4), partly worn, that was the original bur-
ial place of Bishop Bonifatius, as the Latin inscription in capital letters on one of the long
sides states, and is dated 4th-5th century: Bishop Bonifacio, who died at the age of 60,

was Bishop for seven years and four months (fig. 5).

According to the historian Serafino Esquirro, we know that this sarcophagus was discov-
ered before the digs that began in 1614 in the basilica of S. Saturnino and that was used

again as the altar in the chapel to the left of the apse.

The necropolis connected with the basilica was chosen as a burial place by several mem-
bers of the ecclesiastical hierarchy during the 5th-6th centuries, probably as they wished
to be buried near the martyr: the funeral inscriptions state a defensor (a lawyer who
helped the bishop to manage the diocese), an archipresbiter, a notarius subregionarius et
rector (a depository of public deeds and close collaborator of the lawyers), a c/ericus and

perhaps a /ector. Other ecclesiasticals are mentioned in the seventh century transcriptions.



Fig. 2 - Bonifatius sarcophagus (photo by Unicity S.p.A).



Fig. 4 - Bonifatius’ Sarcophagus (Mureddu et a/ii 1988, p. 182, tab. 38).



In hoc tumuilo requies=

cit s(anctae) m{emoriae) Bonifatius episcopus
qui vixit annis pl(us) m(inus) LX et se=

dit cathedra annis VII, m(ensibus) IIIT

quievit in pace sub dfie) XV kal(endas)
Septembres.

Fig. 5 - Transcription of the inscription on Bonifatius’ sarcophagus (from Corda 1999).
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