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The area of the Cornus basil
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B Antonio Taramelli

The archaeological site of Cornus is bound to the illustrious figure of Antonio Taramelli
(Udine, 14 November 1868 - Rome, 7 May 1939), who dedicated his research to Sardinian

antiquities, and also protected and restored cultural heritage (figs. 1-2).

Fig. 1 - Antonio Taramelli

(from http://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonio_Taramelli#mediaviewer/File:Antonio_Taramelli.jpg).



Fig. 2 - Caricature of A. Taramelli by T. Sini (from Zucca 1992).

During his career, he held several posts such as Inspector for the conservation of monu-
ments (1895), Director of the museum and the antiquity digs of Cagliari (1908), Superin-
tendent of the archaeological digs and museums of Sardinia (1924), Professor of Archae-
ology of the University of Cagliari.

In the months of May and June 1916, he carried out several digs in the Cornus area, aimed
at understanding the activities that involved it during the nineteenth century: he man-
aged to locate the remains found and recognise the various centres. The new archaeolog-
ical activities and digs enabled him to identify the Corchinas acropolis and the walls, the
forum, the Punic, Roman and Christian necropolises areas, the aqueduct and the port. He
described the numerous finds and stressed how both illegal and official digs had already
devastated Cornus as of 1821, in a report published in 1918 in Notizie degli Scavi di Anti-
chita. The latter was one of the scientific magazines in which 130 scientific articles about
the superintendent's archaeological activities were published and which, from 1903, were

collected into four volumes of Scavi e Scoperte (fig. 3)



SARDEGNA ARCHEOLOGICA
Reprints

Antonio Taramelli

SCAVI E SCOPERTE

1903-1910

Carlo Delfmo editore

Fig. 3 - Cover of the first issue of the four-volume series Scavi e Scopertein the newly published version by
the publishing company Carlo Delfino (from
http://www.sardegnadigitallibrary.it/index.php?xs|=626&id=66451).

A. Taramelli created the new museum in Cagliari and was in charge of its exhibitions: the
antiques collections on show up to that moment at Palazzo Vivanet (fig. 4) were placed
in Piazza Indipendenza, in the building designed by the architect Dionigi Scano (1867-
1949).



Fig. 4 - Exhibition hall of Palazzo Vivanet in Via Roma (from PALA 2014, p. 415, fig. 2).

In 1914 they acquired the Gouin collection which included several finds coming from Cor-
nus, this plus the massive finds made during the explorations of Taramelli himself all over

the island.
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