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The area of the Cornus basil
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B Nuseum

The long story of the digs in Columbaris and the Cornus area has led to the finds of a large
number of different materials which went to fill both private and museum collections.
Digs, not always legal, in the areas of the necropolises of Corchinas, Filigarzu di Pittinuri,
Fossigheddas di Pittinuri, Utturu 'e su Clericu di Pittinuri, Torre 'e su Puttu, S'Angrone and
Su Copercu have brought to light hundreds of glass examples including ash urns, unguen-
taria, glasses, cups and plates. Those finds were partly purchased by the Provincial Council
of Cagliari for the town museum, partly went to join the Pischedda, Gouin and Chessa,
which were then donated to the Museums of Cagliari, Sassari, Oristano, Bosa, Torino and
Paris.

Often finds followed a similar path. They can mainly be found in the Antiquarium of Cug-
lieri, located for a long period of time in the rooms of the Pro Loco (tourist board) and
now being set up in the former Capuchin Monastery in the same village (fig. 1) It collects
together architectural fragments, inscriptions and many other finds made in the Colum-

baris area.

Fig. 1 - Cuglieri: former capuchin monastery (from http://www.istitarch.org/node/7).



The National Archaeological Museum in Cagliari (fig. 2), situated in the historical district
of Castello, displays a large number of finds including glass and grave goods from tomb

80 of the deceased Patriga, found in the eastern cemetery of Columbaris.

Fig. 2 - Entrance to the Museum Citadel
(from http://news.fidelityhouse.eu/viaggi/la-cittadella-dei-musei-a-cagliari-7 1333.html).

The National Archaeological and Ethnographic Museum "G. A. Sanna" in Sassari (fig. 3)
displays various items like the bronze mirror with cork case found in Sisiddo, jewels and

oil lamps (fig. 4).
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Fig. 3 - The seat of the National Museum G. A. Sanna of Sassari
(from http://www.museosannasassari.beniculturali.it/index.php?it/85/la-sede).

Fig. 4 - Disc-shaped oil lamp (Ill cent. A.D.), (photo by P. DESSI- RA_00002357/R.A.S.).

The Antiquarium Arborense of Oristano, established following acquisition of various pri-
vate collections (Pischedda, Busachi, Giallara, etc.), houses some urns from the Cornus
area, the funerary inscriptions of Limeniusand Maximus, found in the funerary basilica of

Columbaris and the armoured statue which came to light at Campu ‘e Corra (fig. 5).



Fig. 5 - Oristano, Antiquarium Arborense: display case with two armoured torsos (to the left from Forum
Traiani, to the right from Cornus), (photo by C. Cocco).

Many finds were lost, especially those from digs of the Sixties by Ovidio Addis. Others are

stored in the warehouses of those museums.
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