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The area of the Cornus basil
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B Korakodes Portus

According to historical and geographical sources, the ancient town of Cornus was served

by a port called Korakodes portus or Korakodes limen, whose location is still in doubt
(fig. 1)
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Fig. 1 - Korakodes Portus (from MASTINO 1984, p. 84, fig. 12).

The habitat does not seem to be mentioned amongst the sea or port towns. Its position
immediately inland did not enable it to have trade as its main activity; though goods
were imported exploiting a port not far away. Due to the position of Korakodes Portus,
Geographia by Claudio Tolomeo has been used, which would place it between the
mouth of the Temo and the city of Tharros. Research and studies on the beds and har-
bours of S’Archittu (fig. 2) and Santa Caterina di Pittinurri have been carried out based
on this source, which although were probably used for short stops, cannot be identified

as a well-structured Roman port.



Fig. 2 - View of S’Archittu (photo by C. Cocco).

The stretch of coastline that seems to have all the characteristics of this infrastructure (like
the depth of the water and the presence of a system of entrance channels that were
protected from the winds) is Capo Mannu, or more precisely Cala Su Pallosu (fig.3) that
was 5 nautical miles (about 9 km) from Cornus. Also, etymologically, Korakodes could be
a name signalling the presence of cormorants or flying gurnards: the latter are still seen
today on the island of Mal di Ventre. Korakodes was possibly where the Punic fleet that
came to help Ampsicora landed during the revolt against the Romans in 215 B.C., and, if
that were in the area of Capo Mannu, the distance from the rebels' headquarters, Cornus,

would not have been far for Hasdrubal's army.
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Fig. 3 - Satellite picture from Google Earth.

The port used by the Roman town had to be reached by mostly cargo ships whose goods
would have been sold in the neighbouring area and which were probably then filled with a

new load.
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