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The hill of Corchinas: the settlement 

The history of the studies has always placed the ancient town of Cornus on the Corchinas 

hill (figs. 1-2) on the western edge of Campu’ e Corra, for the findings returned and refer-

ring to an important centre.  

 

 
Fig. 1 - Hill of Corchinas: seen from above (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

 
Fig. 2 - Hill of Corchinas: seen from above (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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The Punic habitat the sources refer to, especially related to the battle between Sardinians 

- Punic and Romans in 215 B.C., has never been found. However, they have found im-

ported materials on the slopes which seem to refer to a Phoenician settlement and the 

presence of a later Punic one. According to some experts, the non-finding of the structure 

regarding the town is due to the destruction of the town caused by the Romans, as a pun-

ishment for the revolt.  

What certainly refers to an important Roman habitat are the imperial statues, inscriptions, 

architectural elements and mosaic fragments found throughout the XIX century on the 

hill and its surroundings, sometimes reused in other buildings. During the Roman period, 

in fact, it is possible that Cornus was raised to the rank of colony.  

Recent archaeological investigations brought to light a phase between the 4th and 7th 

century A.D. - a similar moment with that of the Christian complex of Columbaris - where 

structures obliterated others from the 2nd century A.D. This last stage seems to proven by 

a large cistern in limestone blocks (fig. 3)  

 
Fig. 3 -  Cistern (from FANTAUZZI, DE VINCENZO 2013, p. 10, fig. 15). 
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At the end of the 4th century A.D., on the other hand, a cement structure surrounded by 

a wall facade made of large ashlars and interpreted as a thermal bath building (fig. 4) 

while in the 6th century, the buildings in opus africanum identified in the highest part of 

the town and a building with an apse that is similar to the hemicycle of the cemetery ba-

silica of Columbaris. 

 
Fig. 4 - Wall structures of the building considered a Baths 
 (from FANTAUZZI, DE VINCENZO 2013, p. 12, figs. 16-17).  
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