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Residential- crafts complex (perhaps bishop's palace) 

To the south of the Columbaris religious chambers there are a number of spaces arranged 

around a central one, interpreted as probably being the bishop's residence annexed to 

the crafts district (fig. 1).  

 

 
Fig. 1 - Columbaris basilica area with indication of the residential-crafts complex  

(drawing F. Collu, from  Cornus I, 1, p. 200, tab. II). 
 

 

An open courtyard paved with phonolite slabs enabled the bishop to go directly to both 

churches: on the western side there were two accesses from the sacristies for the baptist-

ery and the narthex for the cathedral (fig. 2). 
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Fig. 2 - Entrance threshold to the quadri-portico (photo by F. Collu). 

 

The rooms identified have been investigated in part: the data that emerged and the im-

possibility of a different location around the complex have brought about the hypothesis 

that they were part of the bishop’s palace. This would have been the permanent or tem-

porary residence of the bishop of the diocese: permanent if the cathedral of Columbaris 

was the main diocese seat of Senafer/Cornus that the fonts speak off; temporary if the 

complex is to be interpreted as the rural bishop’s seat, used occasionally by the bishop 

who would have stayed here for a few days, before continuing on his return journey  

Some rooms, however may have been used for crafts, a theory supported by the items 

found: one room, likely the stonemason’s workshop (fig. 3), returned a number of stone 

fragments. It was located on the south side of the courtyard and was characterised by the 

presence of a bench on three sides, while the last was occupied by a staircase. The stone 

material is divided into unworked pieces, elements mostly architectural in nature (figs. 4-

5), lightly worked and other that have been re-used, and others again that are ready to 

be used. 
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Fig. 3 - Stonemason's shop (from Cornus I.1, p. 44, fig. 27). 

 

 
Fig. 4 - Architectural limestone elements with geometrical engravings in red trachyte  

(from SPANU 1998, p. 103). 
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Fig. 5 - Fragments of architectural decoration (from Cornus I.1, p. 45, fig. 28). 

 

The non-conclusion of the items seems to indicate a sudden stoppage in the workshop 

activity - around the 7th century, based on the style comparisons - perhaps due to a trau-

matic event that involved the site causing it to be abandoned. This workshop was not the 

only business in the area: Finding waste metal and glass led to the assumption of a real 

crafts district, linked to the episcopal complex being rebuilt in the VI century. In those 

workshops, they probably produced liturgical items to be used in the churches; and eve-

ryday ones for the bishop and clergy who lived in the residential area.  

The association of a bishop’s residence with an insula episcopalis and the rooms destined 

for production is found frequently, for example in San Pietro in Canosa di Puglia (fig. 6) 

and San Giusto in the Celone valley. 
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Fig. 6 - View from above the paleo-Christian complex of S. Pietro a Canosa  

(From VOLPE 2007, p. 135, fig. 135 - drawing F. Collu). 
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