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Smaller Baptistery 

The room L of the cemetery basilica, to the north of the Columbaris area (fig. 1), was al-

ready considered the smaller baptistery when it was first found in 1962. 

 

 
Fig. 1 - Map of the cemetery basilica (from MASTINO 1984, p. 98, fig. 13). 

 

That space was originally connected to the H chamber and, according to the discoverer, 

Ovidio Addis, the baptismal font was already present before being separated by a dividing 

wall. The walls are rough work, that was later plastered. The baptismal font is placed cen-

trally in room L, with the internal tub of 2x0.8 x 0.6 metres in depth and the border shaped 

to form a kerb of 35 cm at the sides and 62 cm at the ends; both externally and internally 
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it has long straight sides and short ones forming two lobes (fig. 2) In the two heads, cor-

responding to the short sides, there are staircases, of three steps each, to aid descent of 

catechumens inside the tub decorated with glass tiles. 

The structure was investigated and then covered with a layer of cement by Addis: this 

prevented new data being acquired for a greater understanding of this aspect. In the re-

port on the dig, important data about a context which was difficult to interpret can be 

found. During operations, he found a drain and a square canal that fed the tub. The latter 

was closed by a thick layer of mortar that covered stone architectural elements in frag-

ments mixed with multi-colour marble pieces. According to the digger, these elements 

were part of a canopy, that stood over the font, and was then dismantled when the tub 

was no longer used.  

Again, Addis took samples in all the surface of room L at a dept of 25 cm, that led to the 

identification of a fire and an earthen and opus signinum floor. The last elements found, 

not distant from the baptistery, were two stone tubs interpreted as utensils added when 

the area became a room on its own when the rough wall was built. The expert suggested 

the presence of at least two separate phases, in which the first was when the font was 

used as a baptistery, decorated with marble lining and with a canopy above it (fig. 3) while 

the second was when the tub was no longer used, room L was built, and the room was 

then used for domestic purposes, to which the two small tubs also refer. 

After the first baptistery fell into disuse, baptisms were carried out in the font built in the 

southern sector, inside a specific basilica. 
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Fig. 2 - The smaller baptistery when it was found (from FARRIS 1993, p. 172). 
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Fig. 3 - Canopy over the baptismal font of Santa Maria Assunta at Atri (http://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basi-

lica_di_Santa_Maria_Assunta (Atri)#mediaviewer/File:Battistero,_Paolo_de_Garviis_(1503).jpg).  
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