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Double basilicas  

Two twin basilicas were found in the Columbaris Christian complex (fig. 1) that have close 

ties with Africa, especially with the basilicas found in Bulla Regia (fig. 2) and Sbeitla (ba-

silica III) for the position of the two buildings and the opposite direction of the apses. 

 

 
Fig. 1 - Columbaris, map of the Episcopal complex: to the left the main basilica, on the right the baptismal 

one (from FARRIS 1993, p. 100, table 5). 
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Fig. 2 - Bulla Regia: map of the town indicating the double basilicas  

(from http://www.cassiciaco.it/navigazione/africa/siti_archeologici/bulla_regia/piantina.html). 

The name «double or twinned churches» indicates two basilicas linked by a wall structure 

or by areas and spaces to join them. It is possible to see a large number of these complexes 

due to the archaeological findings: from the 4th century, in fact, there were cases with at 

least two churches and a baptistery. This ecclesiae geminatae may be from the same pe-

riod or built in slightly different times periods; they are often built in parallel or with the 

second placed on the east-west axis, as an extension of the first. The study of this type of 

architecture, which is not unique, has given rise to various hypotheses about the function 

of the two rooms: initially, the two rooms were linked to a season aspect, in seeing the 

smaller room as the hyemalis, used in winter, the larger one being the aestiva. P. Riva dis-

agreed with this hypothesis, who instead traced the start of this type of worship area to 
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the Imperial era. Also, according to studies by J. Hubert, the double basilicas were not a 

particular type, rather than a rule for the cathedrals, intended ab origine like a set of 

buildings. Again, the dual church was seen in monasteries and place of pilgrimage, where 

they were used as martyrium, lasting up to the Merovingia and Carolingia age. The double 

cathedral seems to have existed between the IV and IX centuries in several European 

places. Several can be found in France, Italy (fig. 3), Croatia (fig. 4), Hungary, in Africa and 

in the area of Palestine.  

 

 
Fig. 3 - Aquileia: map of the Theodorian complex (from BISCONTI 2009, p. 315, fig. 2). 
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Fig. 4 - Salona: double basilicas and baptistery (TESTINI 1980, p. 613, fig. 298).  
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