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Enchytrismos tombs 

There are several  tomb types in the cemetery areas of Columbaris (figs. 1-2). Some going 

continuously from the IV to the VII century A.D., period during which the cemetery was 

used. Of the 157 tombs analysed there are 14 enchytrismos. Amphorae burials continued 

during the entire period the area was used.  

 

 
Fig. 1 - Reconstruction of the funeral area (from Cornus I.1, p. 203 table IV). 

 

 
Fig. 2 - Map of the Columbaris-Cornus complex with indication of stages and sectors  

(drawing by L. SALADINO, M. C. SOMMA, from Cornus I.1, p. 200, tab. II). 
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The enchytrismos tombs (fig. 3) are burials in amphorae placed inside a hole dug into the 

rock, where the deceased person was usually a child, sometimes with a stone mound on 

top and small tables for the carrying out of the refrigerium. The amphorae are mostly 

African in the early tombs, while containers from the Late Imperial Age and Byzantine 

age date to the 5th and 6th centuries A.D. They are used in various ways: like a real con-

tainer for the body, especially for the burial of newborn children (table 101); as a cover, 

the amphora could be reduced to fragments arranged as to recompose the shape, and 

used together with terracotta fragments of various types. Use of transport containers 

could have a symbolic value representing the deceased’ person’s last journey, seeing as 

how when first used the amphora transported other products. 

 

 

 

    
Fig. 3 - Drawing of two enchytrismos (from Cornus I.1, p. 213, fig. 82). 

 

In the Christian necropolis of Columbaris, along with enchrustrismos tombs you also 

mainly have tombs dug into the rock directly, and capuchin tombs. Sarcophagi also ap-

peared during the area's maximum expansion period. Between the end of the VI and the 

VII century A.D., especially in sector IV, 2, you have burials in clay caskets or using stone 

pieces; some trapezoidal in shape, thus called anthropomorphic.   
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