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The area of the Cornus basil
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B Cornus and its territory

The area of Cornus (fig. 1) is in the province of Oristano, situated, according to ancient

sources, between important centres like Gurulis Nova, Bosa, Ad Nuragas and Turris Libi-
sonis.
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Fig. 1 - Territory of Cornus (from TARAMELLI 1918, p. 287, fig. 1).



This territory was largely urbanised, both during the Punic age and the Roman ear: along-
side the main urban centres, a number of small settlement areas grew up, split into rural
groupings around urban-country villas; the latter were the centres of farming activities.
The inland area of Cornus was characterised by several villas and the presence of large
land owners in this area was seen by the discovery of some boundary stones, north of
Cornus, referred to the Euthicians, owners of a large estate bordering with the Giddiltans
and other land owned by the Numisiae, in the 1st century A.D.

The villas recognised in Campu ‘e Corra (fig. 2) are the one in Sisiddu (fig. 3), Lenaghe and

the hypthesised one in Columbaris, where the Christian complex rose.

Fig. 2 - Campu ‘e Corra: hill of Corchinas and surrounding territory (photo by Unicity S.p.A).
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Fig. 3 - Sisiddu, plant of the Roman residential complex (from TARAMELLI 1918, p. 309, fig. 32).

But several burial areas located on the plateau slopes and along the coast road prove the
presence of other demic centres around the area: this was Sas Tumbas to the North, Fili-
garzu to the West, Talaezza to the South and finally along the diverticulum that con-
nected Cornus to Gurulis, S'Utturu Clerigu and Columbaris. Around the ruins of the medi-
eval church of S. Elena, close to the Rio sa Canna at the foot of the Corchinas hill, another
burial site was found, dated according to the materials found, to a time period between
Late Antique and High Medieval era and a stretch of basalt rock was found that con-
nected the three villas mentioned above. An efficient road system connected the most
important coastal towns such as Tharros, Othoca, Neapolis, Bosa with their fertile inland
areas. In medieval times, the Cornus area was on the border between the judgeship of
Logudoro, including to the South the territory of Bosa and Cornus, and Arborea, lying by
the Rio Sa Canna of Cuglieri just a short distance from Rio Pischinappiu, place of the his-
torical boundary between Cornus and Tharros.

It is probable that the centre itself mostly exploited the mountain area and the mining
resources of Montiferru; for what concerns a sea outlet, it could have been served by the

not too distant Korakodes Portus and by further ports along Sardinia's western coast.
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