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The Stone Specialist’s workshop: architectural 
elements 

South of the Columbaris rooms of worship there is the craftsmen’s quarter, arranged 

around a central space, in addition to the probable bishop’s residence (fig. 1)1. Among the 

presumed workshops a mason’s workshop has been  identified (fig. 2) on the south side 

of the courtyard, characterised by the presence of a counter on three sides, while the lat-

ter was occupied b a staircase, which seemed to have been used up to the 7th century 

A.D.2 

 

 
Fig. 1 - Area of the Columbaris basilicas with an indication of the dwelling-craftsmen’s complex 

(Graphic reproduction F. Collu, by Cornus I.1, p. 200, table II). 

 

                                                           
1 Cornus I.1, p. 46. 

2 MARTORELLI 1999, p. 582 
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Fig. 2 - The stone specialist’s workshop (by Cornus I.1, p. 44, fig. 27). 

 

The belief that the area was used for this function came from the presence inside of stone 

material including pieces of rough stone, mostly architectural elements3, roughly hewn4, 

others reused5, and others still ready to be used6. There are various types of items found: 

there are funeral elements such as sarcophagi, fragments of religious furnishings (can-

teen and relative columns)7 and architectural items (columns, capitals...)8. Some similar 

                                                           
3 Some elements show the same decoration as the ones found inside the room-baptistery and can be com-

pared with the ones found in the San Lussorio martiryum regarding the 7th century basilica (SPANU 1998, 

pages 73, 102; SPANU 2007, page 1452). 

4 A roughly hewn table was found in a store inside the workshop (Martorelli 1999, page 582). 

5 An example is the Roman era bust reworked to obtain a never completed shelf (CORONEO 2002, p. 104).  

6 Among these, there were also some sarcophagi (MARTORELLI 1999, p. 582). 

7 CORONEO 2002, p. 104. 

8 SPANU 1998, p. 102; MARTORELLI 1999, p. 582; CORONEO 2002, p. 104; SPANU 2007, p. 1452, figs. 6-8; CORONEO 

2011, p. 87.  
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fragments to the latter, and therefore from the same workshop, were found in the north-

ern pastophorium of the baptistery9 where they could probably have been ready for use 

during the restoration of one or both rooms of worship in the Romanesque church10 - 

never built - or, according to one theory, placed in the triumphalis arch of the cathedral 

and reduced to fragments by a collapse11, or, again, inserted into the arches or in the en-

tablature of the tegurium12. 

The items are separated into the ones that carry inscriptions, the ones with engraved ge-

ometric designs (fig. 3) and lastly the ones with sculpted decoration. Some limestone frag-

ments belonging to the first group refer to a votive inscription - which is missing in parts 

- that reads votum fecerunt, that comes into the formula of inscriptions and the names of 

the Virgin Mary (fig. 4), Saint John and Saint Paul. It is possible that one of the three ba-

silicas in the Columbaris complex was dedicated to each saint: the cathedral to Mary, the 

baptistery to St John the Baptist and the cemetery basilica to St Paul13. Several experts 

have given their opinion about the dating of this inscription: P. Testini states it was a pe-

riod between the 6th and 9th14. 

 

                                                           
9 Some experts report the information that they were found in the bishop’s room (TESTINI 1972, p. 560). 

10 During the 1970s, G. Maetzke proposed the sculpted furnishings such as the one relative to the rebuilding 

of the church in Romanesque style, which took place at least in the 10th century A.D. (MAETZKE 1971, p. 316). 

After acquiring the most recent dig data it is not possible to accept this hypothesis, that is incompatible 

with the chronology of the latest phase of life of the site (end of 7th - beginning of 8th century A.D.), (Cor-

nus I.1, p. 79). 

11 This devastation may have occurred due to structural collapse when the room was abandoned, or due to 

destruction by war (Testini 1972, p. 560, note 51). 

12 SPANU 1998, p. 102; SPANU 2007, p. 1452, figs. 6-8; CORONEO 2011, p. 87. 

13 MAETZKE 1971, p. 316; MASTINO 1984, pages 165-171; Cornus I.1, p. 46; SANTONI 2002, pages 279-280. The 

dedication to St Paul for the cemetery room would be confirmed in the finding of the bronze statue in tomb 

107, in the cemetery area of Columbaris. For the statue and reflections about it, please see PANI ERMINI 

1990b; SANTONI 2002. 

14 TESTINI 1972, p. 560; PANI ERMINI, ZUCCA 1989, p. 280; PANI ERMINI 1990b, p. 25. 
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Fig. 3 - Architectural elements: part of the inscription in the foreground  

(from Maetzke 1971, p. 335, fig. 18). 

 
Fig. 4 - Fragment of the inscription in which the letters interpreted as “Sancta Maria” appear. 

(from Mastino 1984, p. 167, fig. 25). 

 

The elements with engraved decorations are characterised by limestone blocks with red 

trachyte geometric inserts (fig. 5) that can be compared with the ones found in the San 

Lussorio martyrium and relating to the 7th century basilica15.  

 

                                                           
15 SPANU 1998, pages 73, 102; SPANU 2007, p. 1452. 
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Fig. 5 - Architectural elements in limestone with red trachyte geometric inlaid pieces  

(from Spanu 1998, p. 103). 

 

Lastly, some sculpted decoration elements including a capitals-impost, the shelves with an 

acanthus leaf, a capital with fish, a roughly hewn shelf in the body of a statue and a capi-

tal-impost that keeps the decoration of the item it was made from on its long side16. 

A capital-impost in marble has an acanthus leaf with an upside down top, of which only 

the shape, the return and the engraved nerves of the Justinian plant remain and due to 

                                                           
16 CAPRARA 1986, p. 172; CORONEO 2002, p. 260, fig. 18; CORONEO 2011, p. 268, sh. 4.21. 
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these characteristics and based on comparisons17, can be dated between the 6th and 7th 

centuries.  

                                                           
17 FARRIS 1993, pages 131-136. Similar capitals come from San Gavino in Porto Torres (CORONEO 2002, pages 

258-259, fig. 15; CORONEO 2011, p. 268, sh. 4.21), San Saturnino di Cagliari (CORONEO 2002, p. 259, fig. 16; 

CORONEO 2011, p. 268, sh. 4.21), San Giovanni battista di San Sperate (CORONEO 2011, p. 266, sh. 4.19) and Sant’Antioco 

di Sulci (CORONEO 2002, p. 260, fig. 17; CORONEO 2011, p. 267, sh. 4.20). 
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