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Armoured statue 

In the area identified as the forum of the Roman town of Cornus, in 1859 they made the 

chance find of an armoured statue (figs. 1-2). The square is situated on a plain to the 

South-East of the hill of Corchinas in Campu ‘e Corra and was attributed to this place due 

to both its proximity to the acropolis in that centre and the discovery of a mosaic, three 

epigraphs and two statues: one of the Empress Vibia Sabina and one of the Ioric. 

 

 
Fig. 1 - Oristano, Antiqurium Arborense: armoured statue from Cornus (photo by C. Cocco). 
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Fig. 2 - Oristano, Antiqurium Arborense: detail of the flap pteryges in the Cornus statue  

(photo by C. Cocco). 
 
 

Only the torso and a part of the lower limbs remains of this statue. The person is wearing 

a tunic and body armour over it. The Ioric decoration has a small aegis with the edge made 

up of entwined snakes with a Gorgoneion in the middle; in the middle of the bust there 

are two griffins facing each other with a candelabra (see fig. 3), the type that embraces a 

time period between the Tiberius era and the Antonian era. A double row of pteryges 

(fringes) and the flap cover the pelvis (fig. 2) The formal and style characteristics have 

dated it to the 1st century A.D., in spite of the fact there is another hypothesis that would 

date the work to the beginning of Domitius (51-96 A.D.) and Trajan (97-113 A.D.) 
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Fig. 3 - Cagliari, National Archaeological Museum: armoured bust (from SALETTI 1989, fig. 32). 

 

In Imperial times, the armoured statue was mainly adopted to highlight military duties 

and merits to emphasise the warrior's charisma. Its public use was difficult in Rome how-

ever (the first Ioric statue was probably of Caesar in his Forum) and was only reserved for 

Emperors or their nominated heirs, with imperium (fig. 4). The prototype of the imperial 

armoured statues, used until the late Empire period, is Augustus of Prima Porta (fig. 5). In 

Sardinia, there have been numerous finds of this type coming from important Roman cen-

tres (Sant’Antioco - fig. 6, Porto Torres, etc). 



 
 

 
5 

 
Fig. 4 - Armoured statue of Marcus Aurelius from Gabi, end II century A.D.  

(drawing F. Collu, from http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/01/Marc%27au-
relio%2C_da_gabi%2C_fine_II_secolo_dc..JPG) 
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Fig. 5 - Rome, Vatican Museums: Augustus of Prima Porta and details of his storiated armour  

(from http://www.antika.it/006267_roma-villa-di-prima-porta-statua-di-augusto.html; http://it.wikipe-
dia.org/wiki/Augusto_di_Prima_Porta).  
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Fig. 6 - Ioric statue of  Drusus the Minor from Sant’Antioco/Sulci (loc. Su Narboni), 1st century A.D. Circa.: 

the main parts are indicated that make up the Ioric (drawing F. Collu, from CADARIO 2011b, p. 227).  
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