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Inscription of Maximus 

In a sheep pen not far from the Columbaris basilica area they found a marble slab 191 cm 

long, 51 cm high and 6 cm thick divided into four fragments, with an engraved text (fig. 

1).  

 

 
Fig. 1 - Oristano, Antiquarium Arborense: inscription of Maximus (photo by C. Cocco). 

 

It was stolen from the cemetery basilica to the North of the area and was originally the 

epigraphical tabula placed by Silbanos on the cover of the sarcophagus (fig. 2) of his fa-

ther Maximus, who died aged fifty. The words are: (nave) Maximo bono (sic) memoriae / 

qui bene vixit annis p(lus) m(inus) L. / Eilius ipsuius (sic) posuit tabula(m) / ista(m). In pace 

(Chrismon, dove with an olive branch) / Silba/nos, with letters of different heights based 

on the lines they are arranged on (fig. 3). The epigraph is dated to the 5th century A.D. 

And according to the shepherds that transported it to the sheep’s pen, it came from tomb 

no. 20 in area D of the cemetery basilica (fig. 4). 
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Fig. 2 - Stone cover of a sarcophagus with a hollow for the epigraphic stone  

(From MASTINO 1984, fig. 30). 
 

 
Fig. 3 - Drawing of the recomposed slab (from MASTINO 1984, fig. 29). 
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Fig. 4 - Cemetery basilica with indication of sector D (from MASTINO 1984 p. 98, fig. 23). 

 

Alongside the five lines of the text, there are three symbols belonging to early Christian 

iconography: to the left is a large ship (figs 5-6), to the right of the text is a chrismon (fig. 

7) and below is a dove with an olive branch in his beak (fig. 8). These symbols have an 

inherent meaning: the ship appears on tombs between the 3rd and 4th century A.D. To 

symbolise the deceased person’s journey to beyond, losing this meaning in the 5th cen-

tury, when it became the ship that saves the church.  
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Fig. 5 - Detail of the ship engraved on the slab (photo by F. Collu). 

 

 
Fig. 6 - Drawing of cargo ship (from MASTINO 1984, p. 148, fig. 22). 
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The dove symbolises the soul of the deceased finding peace (the olive) after death. To the 

side of the text, on the bow and stern of the ship, there are the Greek letters alpha and 

omega, a symbol of Christ, as the beginning and the end - three Chrismons. 

 

 
Fig. 7 - Detail of Chrismons (photo by F. Collu). 

 

 
Fig. 8 - Detail of the dove with the olive branch (photo by F. Collu). 
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The engraving of the ship also shows the stone masonís knowledge of Roman traditional 

ships, that sailed to the Cornus port: it can be compared with the one engraved on a frag-

ment of stone from the Cornus cemetery basilica (fig. 9). 

 

 
Fig. 9 - Tile from Cornus with engraved ship and drawing (from SPANU 2002, p. 284, figs 2-3).  
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