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Glasses with inscription 

Three mould-blown cylindrical glasses with inscription in Greek come from the Roman 

necropolises in the Cornus area, surveyed in the XIX century; their production is Near-East 

(fig. 1): only the discovery place of the glass with the phrase ΕΙsΕΛΨwΝ ΛΑΒΕΤΗΝ ΝΙΚΗΝ. Is 

known from the necropolis of Sa Fossighedda. 

The three examples all date to the 1st century A.D. and have the same formal characteris-

tics but are different in decorations and writing. 

 

 
Fig. 1 - Drawing of Cornus glasses (from HARDEN 1935, tab. XXVII). 

 

The first glass, with the outward jutting rim, has an inscription on the yellow straight 

walls, ΚΑΤΑΞΑΥΡΕ ΚΑΙ ΕΥΦΡΑΙΝΟΥ “Relax and enjoy” on a single line (fig. 2): the text is divided 

horizontally, from the bottom edge, by two palm branches covering the join of the mould. 

The decoration is on alternate horizontal strips, that have two lines in the upper edge and 

then four palm leaves in pairs. Below the inscription there are two lines and a bunch of 

continuous leaves. The item can be compared with many other similar finds, one found in 

Jerusalem and that, according to D. B. Harden, is carried out by the same matrix as the one 

in Cornus; the second is unknown and kept in the Collection belonging to Mrs. W. H. 

Moore in New York. Those items were produced by the Sidonian masters in the second 

half of the I century A.D., in the areas of Lebanon, Palestine, Cyprus and Syria. They have 

been found in various areas of central-northern Italy (fig. 3), while the only southern one 
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known up to date - in addition to the Sardinian one - was found in Calabria, in Copia 

(fig.4), the current Sibari.  

 

 

 
Fig. 2 - Cagliari, National Archaeological Museum: glass with inscription from Cornus (Gouin) 

 (photo by N. MONARI- RA_00163375/R.A.S.). 
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Fig. 3 - Florence, Archaeological Museum (inv. 91583 - Cypriot glass (from CIAPPI 2014, p. 145, fig. 60). 

 

 
Fig. 4 - Copia/Thurii, burial area outside the North Gate: glass fragment with the inscription Kata[chaire 

kai Euphrainou] (from DíALESSIO, LUPPINO 2012. p. 357, fig. 4). 
 

In the second example (fig. 5) in yellow-orange glass, the inscription ΛΑΒΕΤΗΝ ΝΕΙΚΗΝ 

“Take victory” is framed by two groups of concentric circles joined by lines in the first and 

third area: D. B. Harden attributes it to a group with another two items belonging to it 

that were made with the same mould from Cyprus, kept in the British Museum. It has been 

verified that the Cornus glass originated from the matrix used for an item kept at the 

Louvre and also from Cyprus. 
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Fig. 5 - Cagliari, National Archaeological Museum: cylindrical glass from Cornus 

 (photo by N. MONARI- RA_00163190/R.A.S.).  

The third item (fig. 6) is dated to the 1st century A.D. with the text ΕΙsΕΛΨwΝ ΛΑΒΕΤΗΝ 
ΝΙΚΗΝ “Entering, take victory” on two lines, including two palm tree leaves. The inscrip-
tion is divided by two palm leave that are arranged vertically from the bottom edge, hid-
ing the signs of the three-way matrix. Two stand-out lines underline the edge and flat 
bottom. D. B. Harden states the glass item is part of a group with another two items, both 
kept in the Louvre, one was found in Kerch, in the Crimea, while the other was found 
somewhere in Syria. The three examples come from a single matrix. The meaning of the 
inscription seems to suggest participation in drinking competitions.  
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Fig. 6 - Cagliari, National Archaeological Museum: drawing of the cylindrical glass from Cornus 

(from CUGLIERI I, tab. XXI). 

 

The three Cornus glasses are part of a class of items for which the production centre is 

considered to be Sidone, while referring to other workshops in the Syrian-Palestine and 

Cyprus area, based on findings. It is possible that, initially, these items were only exported 

to the various markets of the Roman empire. But later, due to the artists themselves emi-

grating to areas where demand was massive, they were made far from the East.   
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Credits 
Deepening card edited by Dr. Claudia Cocco and Dr. Francesca Collu 
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