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The area of the Cornus basil
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B Glass

In the area of Cornus several Roman era suburban necropolises have been found (1st-4th
century A.D) such as the ones in Corchinas, Filigarzu di Pittinuri, Fossigheddas di Pittinuri,
Utturu 'e su Clericu di Pittinuri, Torre 'e su Puttu, S'Angrone and Su Copercu. From the
beginning of the 19th century, these areas were violated by illegal diggers: a
large amount of glass was recovered from the tombs (figs. 1-2) that became a part of
private collections, which were then donated to the Museums in Cagliari, Sassari and

Turin.

Fig. 1 - Cornus: carinated glass cup, I-1ll A.D. - Gouin Collection (photo by N. MONARI-
RA_00163374/R.AS.)

Fig. 2 - Cornus: carinated glass cup, | A.D. (photo by N. MONARI- RA_00163373/R.A.S.).



Some items reveal the burial practise of cremation (see fig. 3) as in the case of the urns
(figs. 4-6), where the burnt remains of the body were placed, and the unguentarium,

with which the bodies were annointed before the ritual.

Fig. 3 - Reconstruction of the funeral pyre (from http://www.paleopatologia.it/Documenti/Arch-
Fun/2011/Lezione%203%20-%201%20Romani.pdf).



Fig. 4 - Oristano, Antiquarium Arborense: urn with omega handle in blown glass from Cornus, | A.D.
(photo by C. Cocco).

Fig. 5 - Cornus: glass olla, 1711 A.D. (photo by N. MONARI- RA_00039035/R.A.S.).




l"-_. p

Fig. 6 - Cornus: glass olla, 1/11 A.D. (photo by N. MONARI- RA_00039039/R.A.S.).

Glass items covering the period of between the IV and VIl century A.D. - the greater quan-
tity is referable to the 5th and 6th centuries - were found both at Columbaris during the
digs and in the Cornus areas. Heterogeneous shapes of blown glass have been found, with
different types of manufacture (free hand, moulded with relief decoration, etc) as part of
the field of the various ornaments and tableware. The first groups includes lamps, with
Eastern shapes: these are truncated cones with handles and conical ones (Isings 106d - fig.
7), and finally the unguentariums. To be dated, these items refer to a moment when the
funerary practice was a burial, that is the deceased person's body was placed whole in a

stone or earth grave, by the wish of the most widespread religion, Christianity.

Fig. 7 - Cornus-Columbaris: lamp Isings 106 d (from CUGLIERI I, fig. 15).



With regard to tableware, plates, glasses (fig. 8) and goblets (fig. 9), semi-spherical dishes
(Isings 96, 115), unguentariums (figs. 10), jugs and bottles were found. The latter had a
round body (Isings 132 - fig. 11) or a round centre (Isings 104, 133 - fig. 12).

Fig. 8 - Cornus: trunk-conic glass on small, disc-shaped foot (from BORGHETTI, STIAFFINI 1994, p. 254, ta-
ble 106).

Fig. 9 - Cornus: chalice, drawing and photo
(from BORGHETTI, STIAFFINI 1994, p. 263, TAB. 115; from CUGLIERI |, fig. 7).




Fig. 10 - Unguentarium shape Isings 82B1 from the National Archaeological Museum of Cagliari
(From BORGHETTI, STIAFFINI 1994, p. 288, table 33, n. 288).

Fig. 11 - Cornus: glass bottle (from CUGLIERI I, fig. 8)



This group is flanked by grave goods for performing the refrigerium, found near the spe-
cific elements used for those banquets, like tables. The material found alongside the
tombs 44, 71 (fig. 16), 33 and 68 is dated to the 4th century, the first moment of burial
activity in the area, while the glass that cover the time period of the 5th and 6th centuries
A.D. Refer to the tables on the tombs 16-17 and 20-21. They are all valuable objects in
different shapes but can always be connected to the funeral meal, like cups, glasses,

bowls, pitchers and bottles.

Fig. 12 - Cornus, barrow tomb n. 71: recomposed glass bottle (from CUGLIERI I, fig. 13).

Seventy-five items of waste (fig. 13) from glass work (see fig. 14) were found in the area
of Columbaris: this shows the local production of some, if not all, the materials found and
is associated with the crafts area found in the southernmost sector of the complex (fig.
15).



Fig. 13 - Waste from Columbaris (from CUGLIERI |, fig. 16).
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Fig. 15 - Columbaris basilica area with indication of the residential-crafts complex
(Graphic reproduction F. Collu, by Cornus I.1, p. 200, table II).
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Deepening card edited by Dr. Claudia Cocco and Dr. Francesca Collu

HBibliographic abbreviations

Ad Mensam

AMANTE SIMONI et
al. 1987

BORGHETTI 1986

BORGHETTI, STIAFFINI
1986

BORGHETTI, STIAFFINI
1994

CARA 1865

Cornus|.1

S. LUSUARDI SIENA (a cura di), Ad Mensam. Manufatti d’uso da
contesti archeologici fra Tarda Antichita e Medioevo, Udine
1994.

C. AMANTE SIMONI, A. M. GIUNTELLA, L. PANI ERMINI, D. STIAFFINI, Ricer-
che di archeologia post-classica nella Sardegna centro-medievale,
in QuadCa 4, 11, 1987, pp. 79-103.

G. BORGHETTI, / vetri romani da Cornus conservati nel Museo Na-
zionale di Cagliari, in CUGLIERI |, pp. 83-89.

G. BORGHETTI, D. STIAFFINI, / materiali vitrei,in CUGLIERI |, pp. 147-159.

G. BORGHETTI, D. STIAFFINI (a cura di), / vetri romani del Museo Ar-
cheologico Nazionale di Cagliari, Oristano 1994.

G. CARA, Monumenti di antichita di recente trovati in Tharros e
Cornus, esistenti nel R. Museo di Cagliari, Cagliari 1865.

A. M. GIUNTELLA, Cornus I.1. L'area cimiteriale orientale = Med/iter-
raneo tardoantico e medievale. Scavi e ricerche, 13. 1, Oristano
1999.

10



Cornus|.2

CUGLIERI |

CUGLIERI IV

FORTUNA CANIVET
1969

GIUNTELLA 1990

ISINGS 1957

LissiA 1994

MARTORELLI 1999

MAsSTINO 1984

A. M. GIUNTELLA (a cura di), Cornus I. 2. L'area cimiteriale orientale.
| materiali = Mediterraneo tardoantico e medievale, 13. 2, Ori-
stano 2000.

AANVV., L'archeologia romana e altomedievale nell'Oristanese.
Atti del Convegno di Cuglieri (22-23 giugno 1984) = Mediterra-
neo tardoantico e medievale, Scavi e ricerche, 3, Taranto 1986.

AA.VV., Le sepolture in Sardegna dal IV al VIl secolo. IV Convegno
sull'archeologia tardoromana e medievale (Cuglieri 27-28 giugno
1987) = Mediterraneo tardoantico e medievale. Scavi e ricerche,
8, Oristano 1990.

M. T. FORTUNA CANIVET, / vetri romani di Cornus, conservati al Mu-
seo di Cagliari, in JGS, XI, 1969, pp. 19-26.

A. M. GIUNTELLA, Sepoltura e rito: consuetudini e innovazioni, in
CUGLIERI IV, pp. 215-230.

C. ISINGS, Roman Glass from dated Finds, Groningen 1957.

D. LissiA, / vetri di Cornus conservati nel Museo Nazionale “G. A.
Sanna”di Sassari, in CUGLIERI |, pp. 91-94.

R. MARTORELLI, Riflessioni sulle attivita produttive nell’eta tar-
doantica e altomedievale: esiste un artigianato “ecclesiastico”?,in
RAC, LXXV, pp. 571-596.

A. MASTINO, Cornus nella storia degli studi con un catalogo delle
iscrizioni rinvenute nel territorio del comune di Cuglieri, Cagliari
1984.

11



MEeuccl 1986

SPANO 1856¢

SPANO 1862

SPANO 1864

SPANO 1866

STIAFFINI 1987

STIAFFINI 1990

STIAFFINI 1994

STIAFFINI 2000

TARAMELLI 1935

C. Meuccl, Vetri e scorie di fusione provenienti dal sito di Cornus,
in CUGLIERI |, pp. 158-159.

G. SPANO, Fondazione del R. Museo di Cagliari,in BAS, Il, 1856, pp.
151-154.

G. SPANO, Ultime scoperte, in BAS, 6, 2, 1862, pp. 124-126.

G. SPANO, Storia e descrizione dell’antica citta di Cornus, in BAS,
10, 4, 1864, pp. 113-119.

G. SPANO, Memoria sopra alcuni idoletti di bronzo trovati nel vil-
laggio di Teti e scoperte archeologiche fattesi nell'isola in tutto
l'anno 1865, Cagliari 1866.

D. STIAFFINI, / materiali vitrei, in AMANTE SIMONI et a/. 1987, pp. 89-
91.

D. STIAFFINI, La suppellettile vitrea nelle aree cimiteriali in Sarde-
gna: IV-VIl secolo, in CUGLIERI IV, pp. 243-256.

D. STIAFFINI, La suppellettile in vetro, in Ad Mensam, pp. 189-227.

D. STIAFFINI, / materiali vitrei, in Cornus|.2, pp. 107-131.

A. TARAMELLI, Edizione archeologica della carta d'ltalia. Foglio 205,
Capo Mannu. Foglio 206, Macomer, Firenze 1935.

12



Bl Periodicals and magazines

BAS Bullettino archeologico sardo, Nuoro, |, 1855 e ss.
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