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Silver spoon 

In the room behind the pastophorium to the right of the Greater Baptistery room3 (fig. 

1) a silver spoon was found (fig. 2). The object is fragmentary, with a part of the handle 

and a part of the spoon missing. The two elements are long, respectively 4 cm and 3 cm 

and are joined by an attachment with three parallel grooves4. It is difficult to place it in 

time, owing to the lack of decoration. The item was hypothetically dated to the early dec-

ades of the 6th century A.D. Based on its shape and the similarity to items found in con-

texts from the period 4th-7th century. 

The spoon could be used for many things, both in domestic environments, as a decoration 

at table5, and for liturgical use, for the celebration of some sacraments or religious rituals 

in general (fig. 3) As with Cornus, similar artefacts are often found in baptismal buildings 

as spoons are used to administer the sacrament to pour water, mix oil or chrism, or to 

distribute the Eucharist after the rite6. They were often decorated or inscribed and their 

shapes evolved based on changes in the celebrations they were used for (fig. 4) The fu-

neral context also included this type of item in the deceased personís belongings, as an 

apotropaic item, or used to carry out the agape. 

 

 
Fig. 1 - Map of the Columbaris area showing where the spoon was found  

(Graphic reproduction C. Cocco, F. Collu, by Cornus I.1, p. 200, table II). 
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Fig. 2 - Cornus: silver spoon (from CUGLIERI I, fig. 21). 

 

 
Fig. 3 - Spoons from the treasure of Sucidava (from RADULESCU LUNGU 1989, p. 2594, fig. 23). 
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Fig. 4 - Liturgical spoon: A - handle; A1- coupling; B - scoop or shell;  

B1- edge; B2 - bottom (from MONTEVECCHI, VASCO ROCCA 1988, p. 143).  
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Credits 
Deepening card edited by Dr. Claudia Cocco and Dr. Francesca Collu 
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