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Beaten earth floor 

The technical level of the floor of the Sant’Eulalia colonnade is consistent with the ex-

traordinary skill of the porticus structure itself: it is formed by irregular limestone tiles, 

including some marble fragments reused, bound by a thick mortar layer (figs. 1-2); the 

floor extends for about 100 m2 following the limits of the excavation area (fig. 3)1. 

 
Fig. 1 - Dirt floor of the porticus (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

                                                           
1 Pinna 2002a, p. 40; Pinna 2003a, p. 380. 
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Fig. 2 - Details of the strong stone tiles mixed with marble ones (photo from AFS). 

It was built not before the mid IV century A.D. This is a date determined on the base of 

ceramic fragments found hidden under the layer of earth between the limestone bed-

rock and the floor.   
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Fig. 3 - Fragment of beaten earth found in the lower level of a trial excavation (photo from AFS).         
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