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Wall with frame technique 

In the VI century A.D., they raised a wall on the western side of the road built1 using the 

so-called “frame” or opus africanum technique, comprising of blocks bound with mud 

mortar and spaces between the vertical structures filled with limestone or brick chips 

(figs. 1-3). The orthostates were then covered with plaster, and then etched to give the 

work a more regular effect. The origins of those wall textures are still uncertain. Its 

oldest claims refer to the Phoenician period, during the Bronze Age2. The name itself 

reveals the area in which it was used most, Mediterranean Africa, with a lot of examples 

in Sicily (even at the end of the IV sec. B.C.) and in Sardinia. Endorsed by the Romans, 

the technique was used a lot, for several centuries3. 

 
Fig. 1 - Wall in opus africanum (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

                                                           
1 Pinna 2002a, p. 43; Sanna 2003, p. 382. 

2 Di Luca, Cristilli 2012, p. 464. 

-3 Adam 1989, pp. 131-132. 

◼ 



 
 

 
3 

 
Fig. 2 - Frame wall closing the house to N-W obstructing access to the road. At the top, 17th century 

arch  (photo by AFS). 
 

 
Fig. 3 - Frame wall bordering the left side of the paved road (photo by AFS). 
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