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First collapse and seven rows of square blocks 

The area's first signs of decline appeared when the portico's rear wall collapsed: a part 

of the colonnade was rebuilt, but the rest - that is the larger part - was stripped to 

recover building material (fig. 1).1 

            
Fig. 1 - Transverse wall built with blocks reused recovered from the collapse and raised on a layer 

collapsed in the portico (photo by R. Martorelli). 

Next to the southern part of the portico, along the short side, you can still see seven 

rows of limestone blocks regularly arranged horizontally; almost as if to indicate a 

stock ready to be sold or simply reused (figs. 2-3). This area would seem to be a strip-

ping site for both the fact it was near the portico wall involved in the collapse and 

because the same material was probably taken from nearby damaged buildings, re-

located to new facilities, including the colonnade. 

   

                                                           
1 Mureddu 2002a, p. 60; Pinna 2002, pp. 41-42; Pinna 2003a, pp. 380-381. 
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Fig. 2 - Seven rows of squared blocks (I collapse), (photo by AFS).                      

 
Fig. 3 - First collapse (photo by R. Martorelli). 
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