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Closure intercolumni 

After the mid V century A.D., in the district of Sant’Eulalia, the portico started to lose 

its main function, and  there was a changing need for a closed space. The intercolumni1 

of the northern half of the colonnade (figs. 1-3) were walled with shaped limestone 

blocks to adhere perfectly to the column sections 2 forming a continuous wall structure3. 

 
Fig. 1 - Closure intercolumni found during digs (by the cistern), (photo by AFS). 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 The intercolumni are the spaces between the columns. 

2 The rocchi are cylindrical elements that make up the body of a column, when overlapping. 

3 Pinna 2002a, pages 40-44; Mureddu 2003b, p. 392; Pinna 2003a, p. 380. 
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Fig. 2 - Intercolumni occluded in the museum area (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

 
Fig. 3 - Column wrapped in shaped blocks (photo by AFS). 
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The stone elements were probably recovered by stripping 4 the opposite wall, from 

which a seat was made. This trick created a closed space joined to a part of the portico 

and some of its construction elements were re-used in other structures. A further wall 

structure was built, perpendicular to the portico's back wall, to border the south side 

of this new environment5. 

 

  

                                                           
4 Mureddu 2002a, pages 59-60; Pinna 2003a, p. 381.  Stripping  means the recovery of building material from a 
structure, to reuse it to build new buildings.  

5 Sanna 2003, p. 381. 
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