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Small canals 

A series of small canals were built behind and in front of the Sant’Eulalia area colon-

nade, to drain rainwater and create a green space (figs. 1-4). 

 

 
Fig. 1 - Small canal in front of the portico (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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Fig. 2 - Small canal in front of the portico (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 
Fig. 3 - Canal adjacent to the church substructures (photo by Unicity S.p.A.) 
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The portico is set on a high base covered with plaster, limestone and marble slabs, with 

a lowered floor of about 0.8 metres in front of it1. Canals of various sizes were built in 

this space: most held green areas, like flowerbeds (figs. 1-3); while one of the minor 

canals poured its influx into a cistern (fig. 4), for the population's daily needs. 

 

 
Fig. 4 - Canal adjacent to the church substructures (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

You can see an ample water channel behind the portico's back wall. This supply system 

allowed us to acknowledge the high level of hydraulic engineering reach, in fact it is 

possible to note how the portico septum was waterproofed by a thick layer of opus 

signinum with a row of hamatae tiles on top that also covers them 

 

  

                                                           
1 Pinna 2002a, p. 40; Pinna 2003a, p. 380. 
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