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Temenos and sanctuary 

A out-of-town zrea of worship has been found in Sant’Eulalia, next to an open-air 

quarry (fig. 1A) where there was a sanctuary made to make a border area sacred. 

 
Fig. 1 - East-West section of the western area of Sant’Eulalia (from Martorelli et al. 2003, p. 376, fig. 5). 

 

The area of worship was placed on a based of blocks, made using the bossage tech-

nique1 (figg. 1C-2), coming from the above extraction area. 

 

                                                           
1 Mureddu 2002a, p. 58; Pinna 2002a, pp. 33-34; Pinna 2003a, p. 373; fig. 5C, p. 374. 
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Fig. 2 - Ashlar blocks covering the sanctuary podium  

(photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

There are still architectural parts from the top that do not allow the reconstruction of 

its original aspect: they appear to refer to a small portion of temenos (figs. 1 B, D, E, 3-

4,), which had a sancta sanctorum and the thesaurus podium inside2. 

 

 

 

                                                           
2 Pinna 2003a, pp. 375-376; fig. 5B, D, E, p. 374. 
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    Fig. 3 - Remaining stretch of the temenos                Fig. 4 - Detail of angular fragment of the temenos   

                   (photo by Unicity S.p.A.).                                                             (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
 

 

The divinity it was dedicated to is not certain. Studies on similar italic sanctuaries have 

Apollo as one of the most popular gods in these contexts3; while the hypothesis some-

times suggestsBaalshamem, a Phoenician god  of weather phenomena, the god to 

whom the sacred place was dedicated. This interpretation seems to confirm the prerog-

atives of the sanctuaries dedicated to the same god, which sprung up commonly in area 

outside the town. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
3 Mureddu 2002a, p. 58; Mureddu 2003b, p. 391; Pinna 2003a, p. 375. 
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