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Thesaurus 

In the Northwest area of Sant’Eulalia, a thesaurus was found, that is a «small monument 

used for collecting monetary offers of a sanctuary, the model of which can be found in 

Hellenistic eastern customs, which is also one of the most ancient Romanesque-Italic 

examples»1. The thesaurus calaritano has a rectangular podium saved in the rock di-

rected NW-SE, 3.x 2 metres in size, with three large limestone parallelepipeds on the 

western sides (figs. 1-4F).                                                                                   

                        
Fig. 1 - Thesaurus: podium flanked by two par-

allelepipeds (photo by R. Martorelli) 
Fig. 2 - Rectangular pit saved in the podium 

(photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

    

                                                           
1 Torelli 2005, p. 354. 
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Fig. 3 - Thesaurus (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

On the top of the base, there is a large square well (76x110 cm, 140 cm deep (fig. 4 B, 

D, E). Inside, full of earth and ash, the well has given up pottery and metal items, in-

cluding 307 bronze coins from the Punic to Roman era2. Similar items were found in 

urban and non-urban sacred areas in central Italy from the late Republican period, be-

tween the second half of the 2nd century B.C. And the early Imperial Age3. 

                                                           
2 The coin study has not yet been completed and the results so far have dated them between the 3rd and the 

2nd cent. B.C. (Pinna 2002a, pages 34-35; Pinna 2003a, pages 373, 375; fig. 5B, D, E, p. 374). Generally, coins found 
in the thesauruses have been interpreted as votive offerings for the area of worship, but according to the hypoth-
esis by S. Catalli and J. Scheid, they may be the ritual taxes paid to carry out sacrifices (Catalli, Scheid 1994, pages 
64-65). 

3 Mureddu 2002a, p. 58; Mureddu 2002b, pages 284-285; Mureddu 2003b, pages 390-391; Ranucci 2010, pages 104-
105, 118-121. 
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Fig. 4 - East-West section of the western area of Sant’Eulalia (from Martorelli et al. 2003, p.376, fig. 5 
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