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Quarry and blocks ready to be extracted 

The Sant’Eulalia area already had a open-air quarry in the late Punic period (IV-III sec. 

B. C.), (figs. 1-2A, 3-4). 

 
Fig. 1 - Orthogonal cuts to extract blocks (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

 

Fig. 2 - East-West section of the western area of Sant’Eulalia (from Martorelli et al. 2003, p.376, fig. 5 

◼ 



 
 

 
3 

The orthogonal cuts made to extract the blocks in an orderly manner can still be seen1. 

This technique, known as “hand cutting” was for the systematic cultivation of the quarry 

and consisted in separating the six sides of the parallelepiped with appropriate tools2.  

The quarry with large “terraces” had the prerogative of presenting the front side and 

the horizontal top that was already freed; later, making a border groove (figs. 3-4) the 

other three vertical sides were released3. 

 

             

Fig. 3 - Detail of cutting between two limestone 
blocks extracted (photo by Unicity S.p.A.) 

Fig. 4 - Detail of some blocks ready to 
be (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

The stonecutter worked differently according to the depth of the extraction level: from 

above, kneeking down or standing up to a depth of 50-60 cm, with the use of long-handle 

pickaxes (fig. 5). 

                                                           
1 Mureddu 2002a, p. 58; Pinna 2002a, pp. 33-34; Pinna 2003a, p. 373; fig. 5a, p. 374. 

2 Mureddu 2002b, p. 284; Cagnana 2000, pp. 34-53.  

3 Adam 1989, p. 28. 
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Fig. 5 - Stonecutter marks blocks in a tunnel quarry (Adam  1989, p. 29, fig. 30)  
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