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Glasses 

A person buried in tomb no. 28 of the Sant’Eulalia crypt is still proving, after centuries, 

his medium-high level status because of his metal reading glasses 1 (fig. 1), found during 

the dig. 

 
Fig. 1 - Metal glasses (from Pinna 2003b, p. 335, fig. 13). 

 

The item found in the crypt, and a second bronze item, coming from the convent of San 

Silvestro in Genoa2 (fig. 2) would seem to date to the 18th century. Glasses were often 

found in the portraits of people who lived between the 18th and 19th centuries (fig. 3). 

 

 

                                                           
1 Pinna 2003b, p. 328; fig. 13, p. 335. 
2 Gardini, Benente 1997, p. 321; fig. 12, p. 322. 
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Fig. 2 - Bronze glasses from the convent of San Silvestro in Genoa  

(from Gardini, Benente 1997, p. 322, fig. 13). 

 

 
Fig. 3 - Camillo Benso, Count of Cavour (1810-1861), minister of the Kingdom of Sardinia from 1850 to 
1852 (from http://biografieonline.it/biografia.htm?BioID=989&biografia=Camillo+Benso+conte+di+Ca-

vour). 

 

The invention of glasses, around the 13th century, may be traced to Venice, but the Ro-

mans already used the benefits of corrective lenses: emeralds were used as magnifying 

glasses. Glass was used only in the 12th century, first using the smooth parts that enlarged 

objects, but which did not guarantee sharp vision; later lenses were made and used by 

amanuensis copiers when copying their books. Thanks to the theoretical studies by Roger 

Bacon (1214-1294) the technical knowledge required to make the first glasses was ob-

tained. Their invention can be attributed to Bacon and Alessandro della Spina (XIII-1313): 

the former proposed the difference between eye nses and magnifying lenses, explaining 

the method of use in their innovation in 1262; the second, a Dominican monk from the 



 
 

 
4 

Monastery of Santa Caterina in Pisa, made the studies of their precursor concrete in 12803. 

This date is taken from Chronica Antiqua Conventus Sanctae Catharinae de Pisis4. The use 

of glasses became popular first of all in England, during the 17th century, a period during 

which the German astronomer and mathematician Johannes Kepler (1571-1630), (fig. 4) 

also spoke of this matter 

 

 
Fig. 4 - Johannes Kepler (1571-1630),  

(from http://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giovanni_Keplero). 

  

                                                           
3 Ovio 1935. 
4 Del Lungo 1920, p. 5. 
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