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Painted inscription ARCH- 

During the 2001 dig, a unique item was found in the filling layers of the bottle-shaped 

cistern in Sant’Eulalia. It was a fragment of grey-light blue plaster with a painted in-

scription in a dark colour, with capital letters, showing the root arch-, framed by two 

parallel lines (figs. 1-2). 

 
Fig. 1 - Inscription painted on plaster (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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Fig. 2 - Graphic reproduction of the painted plaster (from Mura 2008, p. 280, fig. 2).  

 

This wording can be interpreted in various ways, referring to both proper nouns (Arche-

laus), or professions (architectus), and specific places such as archivum. Another theory 

proposes the integration in archiepiscopus1, referring to the Diocese seat of Karales, 

which had, as already documented in writing, a first representative at the Council of 

Arles in 314 and as a metropolitan bishop in 484, at the time of the Council of Carthage2. 

In support of this theory, the closeness of the baptism font in the church of Santo Sep-

olcro in the same town, in the direction of an imaginary extension of the portico beyond 

the investigated area: this could bring about the hypothesis of the presence of a primi-

tive episcopalis calaritana seat that has never been found3. The find is a rare case of 

                                                           
1 Mura 2008, p. 281 and notes nos 8-9. 
2 Giuntella, Pani Ermini 1989, p. 63, note 3; Cornus I.1, p. 24; Mastino 1999, p. 298; Turtas 1999, p. 71; Turtas 2002, 
p. 29; Mastino 2005, pages 478; 481; 501; Mura 2008, p. 283; Coroneo 2011, p. 9. 
3 Martorelli 2003, pages 395-397; fig. 14, p. 396; Corda 2007, p. 62; Mura 2008, p. 282-283. 
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inscription painted in Sardinia, as we know of only five cases always referable to a Chris-

tian funerary environment (fig. 3 - three from Cagliari 4 and fig. 4 - two from Sant’An-

tioco5) similar to that of Sant’Eulalia although only acclamatory6. 

 

 
Fig. 3 - Cagliari, Bonaria Cemetery, cubicle of Munazio Ireneo:  

watercolour by V. Crespi (photo by ACSR). 

 

                                                           
4 The inscriptions found in Cagliari were discovered in the cemetery of Bonaria respectively in a paleo-Christian 
cubiculum known as Munazio Ireneo and on the plaster covering a Christian sarcophagus (CORDA 1999, p. 23, 
126, CAR110-111, p. 129, CAR119, pages 186-187).   

5  The tituli picti found in Sant’Antioco were in the catacomb of the same name: one in the C/VII arcosolium, the 
other on the wall next to the image of the “Good Shepherd” (CORDA 1999, pages 23, SUL004-005; Corda 2007, p. 
72). 

6 The acclamatory texts had different values: giving leave to the deceased, a wish for peace in the afterlife and 
phrases about man’s final fate (Carletti 2008, p. 36).   
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Fig. 4 - Sant’Antioco: detail of the painted inscription E VIBA in the arcosolium C/VII  

(from Nieddu 2011, p. 82, fig. 5). 
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