
 
 
                                                                           

Archeological area of Sant’Eulalia  
 



 
 

 
2 

Bricks and hamatae tiles 

In the Sant’Eulalia archaeological area, several fragments were found (no unbroken 

items) of tiles1 (fig. 1), terracotta tile2 (fig. 2b), bricks3 (fig. 2a), terracotta pipes4 and 

hamatae tiles (fig. 6). 

 

 
Fig. 1 - Section and elevation of a piece of tile with engraved mark  

(from ARRU 2002 Table. XII, 9, p. 330). 

                                                           
1 Arru  2002b, pp. 329-331, Tab. XII, 9-10, p. 330. 

2 Flat roof tiles with raised edges on which the rounded tiles stood. For terracotta tiles found in Sant’Eulalia, 
please see Arru 2002, page 331. 

3 Gispert 2002, fig. 73a, n. 95, p. 149; Arru 2002b, p. 331. 

4 Arru  2002b, pages 331-332. 
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Fig. 2 - Two fragments of clay: a - baked brick; b - flat tile (photo by AFS). 

 

The numerous fragments of terracotta and Roman roof tiles (figs. 1b - 3) come from the 

roofs on houses collapsing (fig. 4). 

 

 

  

Fig. 3 - Sections of the wings of the tiles from Vico III Lanusei (from Sanna 2006, C155, p. 286). 
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Fig. 4 - drawing of the tile covering on the roof: stone tiles, rounded tiles and antefixes 

 (drawing by M. Tatti). 

 

The two terracotta types, often used together, aim to preserve the walls underneath, 

helping the water to flow away. The flat tiles were usually trapezoid in shape, with 

raised wings on the long sides5 (fig. 1b). The rounded tiles6 to a bigger or smaller extent, 

like the flat tiles and bricks, sometimes have engraved marks in their surface, made 

before baking7, probably used for the tegularius8 (fig. 2). The bricks9 (fig. 1b) often have 

the pattern of a  wooden grate on the underside10 (see fig.1a) or of straw on which the 

bricks were placed to dry out. The bricks had different functions depending on size, 

being a fundamental element of domestic walls, also for sub-structures or infrastruc-

tures 8e.g. In the sewer canal under the paved road of Sant’Eulalia). The terracotta 

                                                           
5 Gispert 2002, n. 99, p. 150-151; n. 97, p. 150. 

6 PINNA 2002b, pages 329-331. XII,9-10, p. 330; Gispert 2002, n. 99, pages 150-151. 

7 Arru  2001, p. 120; Arru  2002, p. 329; Sanna 2006, pages 280- 292. 

8 The craftsman who made tiles was called a tegularius.     

9 Arru 2002b, p. 331; Gispert 2002, fig. 73b, nos. 95-96 p. 149-150. 

10 Gispert 2002, fig. 73a, n. 95, p. 149. 
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pipes11 (fig. 5) played a fundamental role in water supply, or in some cases, in steam 

supply: they are tubes and pipes ante litteram. 

 

 
Fig. 5 - Sections of the wings of the tiles from Vico III Lanusei (from Sanna 2006, C164, p. 293). 

 

The hamatae or mammutae tiles12 (fig. 6) can still be seen fixed to the back wall of the 

colonnade, used to create an air chamber to isolate the wall coverings from humidity. 

They get their name from the presence of four or five protuberances. The date is diffi-

cult to define due to the morphological possibility of preservation of this type of mate-

rial: in fact, given their practical use, the bricks and construction materials in general 

have been produced over the centuries with the same characteristics and with few dif-

ferences. Based on the items found in association with them, they could have been 

made over a large period of time over the centuries of the Late Antique and High Me-

dieval Ages. The items were probably made locally due to the similarity of the mix used 

                                                           
11 Sanna  2006, C164, p. 293, pages 92-95. 

12 Adam 1989, p. 294.  
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with some of the ceramics attributed to local production that were found in situ and 

with the advantage of lower costs13. 

 

 
Fig. 6 - Hamatae tiles at the back of the colonnade (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                           
13 Ghiotto 2004, p. 7. 
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