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Chalices 

Several chalice fragments (figs. 1-3) were found in the layers deposited over the centuries 

on the Sant’Eulalia archaeological area. The items have a circular base with a lifted edge 

with a tubular section, a stem that is of varying lengths and hollow on the inside, and 

then a joining point for the cup1. These chalices were sometimes used as actual tableware, 

in other cases they were used as hanging lamps or as objects to add to burial collections2. 

The main colours range from light green to blue. No unbroken examples have been 

found3.                                       

 

  
Fig. 1 - Foot goblet (photo by AFS). Fig. 2 - Foot and body (photo by AFS). 

 

 

  

  

                                                           
1 Guiso 2002, fig. 69a, nos. 78-79, pages 139-140. 

2 Stiaffini 1994, p. 211; Guiso 2002, p. 139. 

3 Arru 2002a, Tab. XI, p. 321. 
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Fig. 3 - Foot, body and interior of goblet (photo by AFS). 

 

 

 

The chalices used as tableware and crockery began to be made in the 4th century, but 

the largest presence was in the 5th century, with a peak in the 6th and 8th century which 

then dropped off again until the 14th century4. The type of chalice called “Stengelglas” 

is believed to be a deviation from the Roman Isings 111 item, according to some experts5 

and was freely blown and manually made by using a support under the foot6. These items 

in various locations in Sardinia (fig. 4 - in the burial site of Pill’e Matta7 - Quartucciu - and 

in Vico III Lanusei in Cagliari8), Sicily (e.g. Pantelleria9 and in several towns of Italy from 

the High Medieval era. 

 

                                                           
4 Arru 2002a, p. 322; Musio 2006, pages 324-325; Pezzato 2006, p. 43. 
5 Isings 1957, forma 111c, pages 139-140; Pezzato 2006, p. 44. 
6 Arru 2002a, p. 321, nota 432; Musio 2006, p. 324; Pezzato 2006, p. 43. 
7 Catte 2005b, p. 108, T12/R1; p. 129, T97/R5; p. 147, T25/R2, R11; p. 158, T4/R7, R8; p. 163, T19/R3; p. 170, T5/R3, 
R11.  
8 Musio 2006, fig. 213, pages 323-326. 
9 Baldassarri 2010, fig. 35, p. 33. 
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Fig. 4 - Quartucciu: whole examples from the necropolis at Pill’e Matta (from Catte 2005, p. 170, T5/R3; p. 

163, T19/R3). 
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