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B Hairpins

The filling above the floor in the portico area produced a small group of hairpins made
of bone (figs. 1-2).

Fig. 1 - Bone hairpins (photo by AFS).

Fig. 2 - Hairpin with zig-zag engraved decorations (photo by AFS).

The most characteristic example shows a smooth bust and a anthromorphic head, like a
«female bust»' (fig. 1a) and can be referred to the Flavian age (end of 1st - beginning

of 2nd century A.D.) thanks to the comparisons with the type of hairstyles of the era’.

1 Pisano 2002a, fig. 70a, p. 144.
2 MARTORELLI 1995, pages 79-80.



The pins with a head of a female bust can be classified as type “A XXI, 8" in the classifi-
cation of types created by Beal, often used in the Claudius-Nero ages and up to the 3rd-
4th centuries A.D.>. A close comparison can be seen with a Lombardy example found
in the Roman villa at Biassono, located in the territory of the town of the same name,
in Lombardia* (fig. 3).

Fig. 3 - Head pin to female torso from Biassono (from WHITE 1996, p. 1, Fig. 1).

The other items show: smooth trunk with elongated olive-shaped neck and head , pop-
ular starting from the Late Imperial Age® (fig. 1¢); smooth trunk and oval-shaped head,
from 1st-4th century A.D.° (fig. 1b); thin trunk with oval/spheroid head, produced from
the 2nd to 4th centuries A.D’ (fig. 1e); think trunk with spheroid head attached with

three collars in succession® (fig. 1f).

3 Beal 1983, pages 228-229; Bianchi 1995, pages 79-80; Bianchi 1996, p. 1.

4 Bianchi 1996, figs. 1-3, pages 1-2.

5 Pisano 2002a, fig. 70c, p. 144, n. 88, p. 145.

® Pisano 2002a, fig. 70b, p. 144, n. 87, p. 145; see Frontori 2012, p. 121, fig. 2, p. 122.
7 Pisano 2002a, fig. 70e, p. 144, n. 90, p. 146; see Campanella 2009, fig. 2, p. 889.
8 Pisano 2002a, fig. 70f, p. 144, n. 91, p. 146.



The pins were used as part of a woman’s preparation to separate locks of hair when
combing them (acus discriminalis or discerniculum), as a clip to hold the hairstyle (acus
crinalis or comatoria), and to pour drops of perfume and ointments from special per-
fume-holders.’. In Roman circles, the side walls of the bone marrow canal in the long
bones of bovines, horses, deer and even ivory were used to produce hairpins; more
rarely, metals such as bronze, silver, gold or other materials such as jet were used ™. It
is possible that these beauty tools were hidden between the hair locks, especially where
the pin is thin and not with too much detail'": this consideration comes from icono-
graphs, that do not always show female hairstyles adorned with similar objects. In ad-
dition to the paintings from El-Fayum, another two cases are known where it is possible
to see the use of the pins: a statue from Apt (Vaucluse)', (fig. 4a), and a bust from
Seville (fig. 4b)™.

Fig. 4. a - Statue from Apt (Vaucluse), (from Luciano 2010, p. 196, fig. 6);
b - Bust from Seville (by Luciano 2010, p. 196, fig. 7).

° Bianchi 1995, pages 15, 135-153; Bianchi 1996, p. 1; Luciano 2010, p. 193; Bianchi 2012, p. 1; Frontori 2012, p. 118.
10 Bianchi 1995, p. 30; Bianchi 1996, p. 1; Luciano 2010, pages 194-195; Bianchi 2013, p. 105.

11 Luciano 2010, p. 193.

12 Bianchi 1995, p. 18. See Luciano 2010, pages 194-195; Bianchi 2012, pages 1-3.

13 Bianchi 1995, p. 18. See Luciano 2010, pages 194-195; Bianchi 1996, pages 1-3.
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