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Pipe chamber 

The investigation of the burials in the larger crypt under the central nave of the Sant’Eu-

lalia church and in the side naves was essential for learning about the aspects more closely 

linked to individuals, such as daily habits and clothing. 

Only a part of the chamber and red clay pipe are preserved (figs. 1-2) coming from the 

layers in the central crypt used for burial. 

 
Fig. 1 - Pipe chamber (photo by AFS).                    

 

 
Fig. 3 - Museum display: pipe chamber in its current place in the archaeological area  

(photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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The chamber, of a cylindrical shape, has an upper portion with a smooth surface and a 

jutting out ring in the middle over the lower part. The latter and the pipe have large 

vertical grooves, probably made with a stick. Inside you can see traces of tobacco burnt.1. 

The pipes were modelled by following two techniques: moulded or by lathe; details were 

added later and/or engraved. The chronology of the Cagliari item is associated with the 

dates offered for similar items found in Italy and overseas (e.g. Nora2 - fig. 3; L’Aquila3 - 

fig. 4 and Croatia4) referring to the  18th and 19th centuries. 

 

 
Fig. 3 - Pipe chamber from Nora (from Previato 2009, p. 764, fig. 2, pipe 2).  

 
Fig. 4 - Pipe chamber from the former convent of San Domenico at L’Aquila  

(from Verrocchio 2011, p. 156, fig. 231). 

  

                                                           
1 Nieddu 2002c, p. 165. 

2 Previato 2009, fig. 2, p. 764. 

3 Verrocchio 2009, figs. 3-11, pages 252-261. 

4 Bekić 2010, figs. 1-4, pages 2-3, 5-6. 
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