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Bl Description of the site

The archaeological area of Sant’'Eulalia extends over 900 m? under the church of the
same name with sediment and structures telling a 23 century-long story: from the IV B.C.
to the start of the VIII century A.D. with no interruptions; then again from the XIV cen-
tury until now.

The site's oldest certification dates to the late-Punic period with reference to an openair
quarry created in the limestone bedrock, used until lll A.D. to extract blocks to be used
for building purposes. Traces of that activity can be found in the orthogonal grooves
still visible; filled with limestone powder when no longer used to obtain a single level.
The blocks were then used to build a terrace, of which we still have three rows in an
opus isodommum on surfacing rock, identified as the site's oldest Stratigrahic Wall Unit.
That base was for a sanctuary, then outside town, to make a border area sacred, of which
there are still some vague traces. Inside, they would have worshipped a Semite divinity.
This concerned the thesaurus- only remaining evidence - provided with a podiumand a
deep well, found full of earth mixed with ashes, ceramic fragments and various metal
finds, including 307 bronze coins datable between Il A.D and the Imperial Roman pe-
riod. The thesaurus (fig. 1) was then disused and knocked down; what remained of its

structures was obliterated by layers of earth, ashes and crumbled limestone.



Fig. 1 - Base of the thesaurus (from Martorelli, Mureddu 2002).

Fragments of African terracotta sigillata D come from this fill-up, datable between the
starts of the IV and V centuries A.D., which have formed the terminus post quem of that
abandon. This stage can be attributed to an urban area reorganisation project referred
to a paved road (fig. 2) separating the two large building complexes still visible; while

construction of a large portico (fig. 7) is related to a second intervention, slightly later.



Fig. 2 - Paved road flanked by residential districts (photo by Unicity S.p.A.).

The road built with large flagstones was originally 4.20 metres wide, going North-
East/South-West and sloping towards the sea; in ancient times this would not have been
as steep as it is now. This imposing public works highlights the importance of the area
or of the road itself. The short stretch remaining to the North-East of the site is all that
remains of its width. It was probably narrowed to create more space for private use to-
wards the end of the VI century. There are three pits on the surface of this road. They
were probably needed to maintain the sewers running beneath it. The latter are quad-
rangular in shape with a vaulted cover, but were made using two different techniques:
in one case the lower stretch was dug in the rock while the upper one was made with
large limestone slabs; the second shows walls covered with bricks and, on the bottom, a

layer of brick fragments to level it (fig. 3).



Fig. 3 - Stretch of sewer partly dug in the rock and partly built with brick fragments (photo by Unicity
S.p.A).

Coeval to the road, the remaining environment of a private home with stone threshold
still showing the holes for hinges. The fact that a part was obliterated shows changes
occurring between the V and VI century when the road was narrowed. The wall struc-
ture raised to delimit the road was built using the frame technique: a series of straight
stone elements fixed at regular distances, to hold the rows laid out in the middle spaces.
On the opposite side of the road, there is a second block built slightly later than the first,
split into several areas including a courtyard with well and latrine, two ramps to reach
the landing and at least one upper floor. Behind it rooms well served by a cistern; others
in the south-east sector were added in the VI century. These new spaces had their floor
raised, with stone troughs arranged on them functional for a new use, which seemed to

be rural so revealing the socio-economic change to the area (fig. 4).



Fig. 4 - Area with raised floor and two stone troughs (photo by Unicity S.p.A.).



Fig. 5 - Cistern placed under the area with the raised floor (photo by AFS).

A specific element of the district at a time later than the IV century must have been the

porticus. On the west side, this shows a row of columns covered with stucco on marble




bases, while on the opposite one it was closed by a double wall. The portico must have
represented a monumental public works, majestic in size and decoration: 8 metres wide
with a known length of 24 metres. Its real extension is difficult to calculate because of
the houses overlooking the archaeological remains after the church perimeter; the inner
wall was coated in coloured plaster. The structure was surmounted by a sloping, tiled
roof and decorated by fictile ante-fixes representing gorgons and acanthus bushes, all
works of Roman Figlinae active during the first imperial age. The interior was paved
with small, irregular limestone and marble slabs on a lime base; here you have the open-
ing of a bottle-shaped cistern (fig. 6). It provided water to those frequenting the zone:
proven by amphora fragments found on the bottom. When it was found, the mouth of
the cistern (fig. 6) seemed to be closed by a stone stopper, specifically arranged to pre-
serve the coin treasures hidden inside at a time of danger, when the area was slowly
losing its function. Behind the portico's outer wall they found a drainage canal; how-
ever, was part of an ampler hydraulic engineering project: a series of tegulae mamma-
tae were fixed to the wall structure thus creating an air chamber to insulate the wall
coatings against humidity. In front, a number of small canals and a lowered floor led to
imagine the presence of areas used for ornamental plants to frame the colonnade and

certainly a small canal conveying waters going towards the water reserves.

Fig. 6 - Mouth of the bottle-shaped cistern (photo by Unicity S.p.A.).



The V century A.D. was characterised by events that changed the political structure of
Sardinia and, consequently, the urban one of its centres. At the end of the previous cen-
tury, in 395, the emperor Theodosius split the Empire between his two sons, Honorius
and Arcadius, They obtained, respectively, the western and eastern parts of the Empire.
Between 455 and 467 the island came under vandal dominion, despite the fact that the
Byzantine emperors from Valentinian Ill (425-455) to Leone | (457-474) tried several
times to re-establish imperial authority over the territory. The western part of the Em-
pire with its offshoots became weaker and weaker and was badly defended. People
pressing at the borders, like the Vandals, and internal chaos slowly undermined its sta-
bility causing it to collapse in 476 A.D. Those events reverberated on distribution of ur-
ban spaces: between the IV and V century you can note a rethinking of previous struc-
tures, on which others were built ex novo, with different uses; at times modifying them

adding dividing walls.

In the light of those historical occurrences, the porticus (fig. 7) was transformed consid-
erably to meet the town's different needs: after the mid V century A.D. limestone blocks
were inserted between the column drums to create a continuous wall for almost all the
northern half of its length. This stratagem created a closed space joined to a part of the
airy portico and some of its elements were re-used in other structures. In the VI century,
they probably created an internal division: an orthogonal structure against the wall in-
cluded a column drum in the material it was made of. It is probable that some blocks
forming the seven rows laid out regularly alongside the southern part of the portico
came from this structure; almost indicating a stock ready to be loaded or simply reused.
The portico, in its descent towards the sea, would have crossed the paved road if its route
had not already been modified with a slight deviation towards the south. That change
could be referable to the changes affecting that same road, when its importance was
damaged by the creation of the neighbouring portico. From that moment its majesty

was sized down in both width and route.



Fig. 7 - The porticus (photo by Unicity S.p.A.).

During the mid VI century, Sardinia became a Byzantine province, when the vandals
were defeated in 534 by Narses, a general of the emperor Justinian (527-565). The diffi-
cult cohabitation between the oriental element and populations living in the Sardinian
interior gave the Ostrogoths of Totila the chance to reach the island and occupy some

centres, including Cagliari, between 551 and 552.

Towards the end of the VI century and the start of the VII, the changed political situa-
tions caused a time of instability, This was to continue for quite some time and the town
responded with disintegration on one side and reconstructions on the other. The centre
continued its life continuously on the previous one with no interruptions. With those
changes, structures were stripped to recover building material, as happened to the rear
part of the portico and to the transversal wall, which seem to have collapsed. In the area
previously occupied by the colonnade's end wall, now obliterated by a landfill, a large
environment was created in the VIl century. One of its shorter sides, the southern one,
became a continuation of the section, which narrowed and marked the paved road on
the western side; while the long upper side followed the perimeter of the thesaurus.
The fall of the Prefecture of Africa and resulting administrative vacuum moment is
dated to the VIl century; this had a new effect on the demic nuclei. The centre of Carales
became "spotted”, with residential areas alternated with others ruralized by progressive
landfills; from this its peripheral districts were slowly abandoned, through a deconstruc-

tion process ending between the IX and Xl century, also found in other peninsular towns
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The oriental districts of the Byzantine Carales, including S. Eulalia, suffered that end,

with a progressive centring of town life far from the sea.

Materials found in the archaeological area do not as yet seem to be datable past the
start of the VIII century. This ascertains that the site was not used for residential pur-
poses in a later period. Later on, the district was used as a dump or waste shaft. This
meant not just losing the structures visibly, but also any memory of them. They were
filled and obliterated by layers of dust, earth and waste creating metres-high layers.
After about seven centuries, this site was once again chosen for the construction of a
place of worship, wanted by the Catalan-Aragonese, restoring the area's original voca-
tion. It being named after the Spanish Saint was mentioned by sources as agio-toponym
in 1332, while the religious building has been known of since 1365. This first had a sin-
gle-nave plant, probably responding to the central nave of the church above. There are
very few elements of the ancient structure remaining: an oblique wall, visible in the left
corner of the current front, a kind of buttress that seems to support the front itself, to
then continue under the church at foundation level; perhaps built against earth and
lowered into a ditch. That wall sustained a horseshoe structure at the same height. It
could be what is left of the original single-nave church. That same church building is
thought to have been redone in the XVI century. It was expanded by adopting a three-
nave plant with entrance to the west; while the space below was used as a funerary crypt
(figs. 8-10).
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Fig. 8 - Interior view of the central nave of the church of Sant’Eulalia during the first digs (photo by AFS).
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Fig. 9 - Central nave with no floor and dig of the larger crypt with altar and stairs (photo by AFS).
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Fig. 10 - A lateral funerary crypt (photo by AFS).
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