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Reuse of the Giants’ tombs of Thomes during 
later periods  

The dig of the layers of the tomb of Thomes (fig. 1), which was quite disturbed, bears 

proof of how a Historic Age settlement - from the Roman era to the High Middle Ages 

(3rd century B.C. - 6h/7th century A.D.) was built on the site, over the centuries. 

 

 
Fig. 1 - Giants’ tomb of Thomes-Dorgali (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

The residual archaeological deposit associated with the structures in situ, brought to light 

various fragments of pottery, coins and roof tiles (fig. 2). 
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Fig. 2 - Fragment of flat tile with stamp imprinted on a rectangular cartouche [EVSAP] found in the Giants’ 

tomb of Thomes-Dorgali (photo by Unicity SpA). 

 

The tomb’s inhabitation during the Early Medieval Age could be justified by the proximity 

of the two medieval villages of Nurule and Isarle (fig. 3). 

 
Fig. 3 - Glazed pottery bottle from the Giants’ tomb of Thomes-Dorgali (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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The phenomenon of re-using the burial chamber is found on the island, for example in 

the Giants’ tomb in Osono, in the area of Triei (fig. 4), that has brought to light items from 

the Imperial Roman Age (3rd century A.D.), in the Giants’ tomb 2 of Iloi, in the area of 

Sedilo (figs. 5, 6), a burial site with front in rows using the isodomic technique, a technique 

used until the High Medieval Age (8th century A.D.). 

 

 
Fig. 4 - Giants’ tomb of Osono in the territory of Triei (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

 
Fig. 5 - The burial chamber of giants’ tomb 2 of Iloi in the territory of Sedilo  

(from http://www.sardegnadigitallibrary.it/mmt/480/211113.jpg). 
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Fig. 6 - Giants’ tomb 2 of Iloi in the territory of Sedilo (from https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/com-

mons/thumb/3/3b/Tomba_dei_Giganti_Iloi_02_B.jpg/1024px-Tomba_dei_Giganti_Iloi_02_B.jpg).  
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