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The burial chamber of the Giants’ tomb of Thomes 

The monument in Thomes consists of a long rectangular burial chamber (length 10.9 m; 

width 0.80 m; height 1.5 m), which may be accessed from the door in the lower pane of 

the arched stele (figs. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5).  

It was built with orthostats fixed vertically in the ground, with a tightly-bunched row of 

stones of different sizes  on top of them.  

The roof is made of large granite slabs, three of which are still in their original position, 

while another two have been found upside down by the side of the tomb.  

The burial corridor narrows near the entrance, almost forming a small passage, character-

ised by two smaller roof slabs placed at a level which is significantly lower than the ones 

used as cover. The floor, affected in the past by previous illegal excavations, still has traces 

of paving tiles. 

 

 
Fig. 1 - Plan of the Giants’ tomb of Thomes (from MORAVETTI 1998, fig. 62, p. 76). 
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Fig. 2 - Funerary corridor, view from the back (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

 
Fig. 3 - Side view of the monument which shows the detail of the cover (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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Fig. 4 - Detail of the large granite roof slabs (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

 
Fig. 5 - Inside the burial chamber (photo by Unicity S.p.A.).  
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