
 
 
                                                                              

Giants’ tomb of Thomes 
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The arched stele of the tomb of Thomes  

The collective Dolmen megalithic burial site1 of S’Ena ‘e Thomes (fig. 1), with the walls 

made up of orthostats and the jack-arch roof, is a notable example of Nuraghic burial 

architecture which was built in the Middle Bronze Age 1 (1600-1500 B.C circa). 

 

 
Fig. 1 - Hypothetical reconstruction of the monument (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

There is still the largest element of the tomb in situ (fig. 2) in the centre of the semi-circular 

space of the exedra where the funeral rituals took place. This is the vertical stele, on which 

the porta inferi motif can be seen. 

                                                           
1 Dry wall constructions with large vertical or knife-placed support slabs and other roof slabs placed horizontally 
on the former. 
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Fig. 2 - The Giants’ tomb of Thomes before the excavation and restoration works  

(from MORAVETTI 1998, fig. 22, p. 30). 

 

In 1967 Giovanni Lilliu2, the archaeologist who discovered the Nuraghic mansion of Ba-

rumini, mentions and illustrates the unique and unusual granite stele of Thomes, of which 

he provides details concerning its considerable size (fig.3). 

 

 
Fig. 3 - Arched stele of the Giants’ tomb of Thomes (from LILLIU 1970, fig. 26, p. 116). 

                                                           
2 Lilliu G., Rapporti architettonici sardo-maltesi e balearico-maltesi nel quadro dell’ipogeismo e del megalitismo, in Atti del 
XV Convegno di Storia dell’architettura (Malta, 11-16 settembre 1967), Roma 1970, p. 115, p. 116 - fig. 26, p. 166 - note 
86. 
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Formed by a single sub-oval block, it is 3.65 metres high, 2.10 wide, 40 cm thick and weighs 

approximately 7 tons; it shows a profiled arch, surrounded by a frame in relief and a trans-

verse listel (fig. 4). This is slightly bigger in the lower half on the right side, and thicker in 

the centre, while it becomes progressively thinner towards the outside. 

 
Fig. 4 - Arched stele (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

At the bottom there is the small squared door with rounded corners connected to the 

burial chamber.  

The right pillar of the stele is shorter than the other one and leans on a carved block, 

supported by a pile of small stones. There is also a side recess used to embellish the stele; 

the slabs planted knife-wise into the ground at the sides of the stele were worked so as 

to completely match it.  
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