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The exedra of the tomb site of Thomes 

The giants' tombs are grand collective funerary monuments exclusively found in Nuraghic 

Sardinia, whose site diagram seems to recall a bull's head: the emblem of prehistoric Sar-

dinian religion from as far back as the Neolithic Age. They consist in fact of a long cham-

ber with an apse, with an arched front which extends laterally into two wings which de-

limit an area called exedra or ceremonial area.  

The front of the funeral monument of S’Ena ‘e Thomes (fig. 1) has a semi-circular exedra, 

with orthostats. 

 

 
Fig. 1 - Giants’ tomb of Thomes (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

It consists of a series of slabs which decreases in height starting from the central one (fig. 2). 
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Fig. 2 - Profile of the exedra of the giants’ tomb of Thomes (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 

 

The central orthostat coincides with the entrance and the erect stele (fig. 3). 

 
Fig. 3 - Entrance to the tomb of Thomes (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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There is no bench.  

It has a 10.20 metre chord1 and a 4.20 metre sagitta.2  

                                                           
1 In geometry, the chord is a segment that joins two separate points of a curve. 

2 In geometry the sagitta is the distance between the middle point of the arch and the middle point of the under-

lying chord , i.e. The height of the circular segment. 
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