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Fragment of jug with an engraved Latin inscription 
(Thomes) 

In the Punic layer brought to light during the dig on the Thomes giants’ tomb exedra 

(figs. 1-2), a fragment  of a colourless pitcher wall was found that carries a traces of an 

inscription (fig. 3), perhaps used as a votive, but with many parts missing and difficult to 

interpret: […]MA[…]. 

 

 
Fig. 1 - Giants’ tomb of Thomes-Dorgali (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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Fig. 2 - The 1977 excavation at the Exedra (from the Archive of the Superintendence of Archaeological 

Heritage for the provinces of Sassari and Nuoro). 

 
Fig. 3 - Olpe wall fragment, Archaeological Museum of Dorgali (photo by Unicity S.p.A.). 
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The engraving, first considered to be Etruscan by the Superintendent for Archaeological 

matters for the provinces of  Sassari and Nuoro, Francesco Nicosia, and to date according 

to Giovanni Colonna, an expert archaeologist of Ancient Italy and the Etruscan Civilisa-

tion, interpreted more probably as Latin based on the right-side direction of the writing. 

It is of special interest as to date, it is one of the oldest findings known from the Histori-

cal Age found in the Dorgali area.  

The fragment of terracotta wall dates to the 4th-3rd century B.C.  

The artefact is on display in the Archaeological Museum of Dorgali (Fig. 4). 

 

 
Fig. 4 - Archaeological Museum of Dorgali (from http://www.museoarcheologicodorgali.it/wp/museo_ar-

cheologia_in_sardegna/collezione-2/collezione-sala1/).  
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Credits 

Deepening card edited by Dr. Emanuela Atzeni  
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